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A New Review of Pascal’s Wager and the Many Gods
Objection

Amirhossein Zadyousefi'

Perhaps The Many Gods Objection (MGO) is one of the most
important objections to the Pascal’s Wager. In this paper, we
distinguish between three versions of MGO and show that these three
versions come sequentially. We, first, argue that the first version of
MGO which asserts that Supposition of other possible alternative
deities results in non — preferability problem is a wrong formulation of
MGO and it should be reformed. Then we show that by reforming of
the first version of the MGO the second version arises. This version
claims that supposition of other possible alternative deities results in
mathematical indeterminacy problem. Then we suggest a solution for
mathematical indeterminacy problem. After that, we show that by
solving mathematical indeterminacy problem, third version of the
MGO arises. This version claims that supposition of other
equiprobable possible alternative deities results in non — preferability
problem. Finally, we as a response to versions which endorse non —
preferability problem show that non — preferability problem is based
on denial of a principle which is true.

! Tarbiat Modares University (TMU)

amirhosein.zadyusefi@modares.ac.ir
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A "Beatitude Paradox" for Certain Monotheists?
Adam Wood!

In Ibn Tufayls's late-twelfth-century Hayy ibn Tagzan, the protagonist
Hayy is on a journey of contemplation and discovery. Here are three
things Hayy discovers. First, he realizes that he has certain bodily
duties, both of self-preservation, and to tend the plants and animals of
the tropical island on which he lives. Second, he realizes that his
ultimate fulfillment consists in unity with the "Necessarily Existent":
God himself. Hayy must become as much like God as possible. Third,
however, he realizes that to become unified with God as much as
possible is a matter of apprehending God, and that such apprehension,
awareness or knowledge can be accomplished only by a non-bodily
part of himself. I argue here that many monotheists — whether
idealized neo-Platonists like Hayy, Muslims like Ibn Tufayl himself,
or Christians like Thomas Aquinas — have good reasons for
endorsing all three of Hayy's realizations, but that the three form an
apparently inconsistent set. Hence certain monotheists face a
"beatitude paradox." Our fulfillment consists at least in part in
carrying out bodily duties. Yet it also consists in unity with God,
which can only be intellectual, and hence non-bodily. This paradox is
no less a problem for monotheists today than it was for Ibn Tufayl or
Aquinas in the Middle Ages. I go on to examine various strategies for
dissolving the paradox, beginning with those that Ibn Tufuyl himself
suggests. Ultimately I rely on certain suggestions in Aquinas's mid-
1250s Sentences commentary to argue that while our fulfillment does
consist in becoming united to God by knowing him, we are able to
know God better by exercising our bodies in the performance of
certain physical tasks than we would be able to by a strictly non-
physical contemplation alone.

Keywords: Meaning of life, afterlife, religious experience.

' Wheaton College, USA
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“Toward a Doxastic-Practice Account of Islamic
Religious Experience”

Mark Owen Webb'

All religions cite among their grounds the direct experiences of
founders and other practitioners. The doxastic-practice approach,
instead of considering the epistemic values of individual beliefs,
instead evaluates whole systems of belief-formation to see how
reliable they can be shown to be. In the end, it seems that any practice
that does not contradict itself in massive and ineliminable ways, and
does not contradict other, equally well-established practices (like
science) can be engaged in rationally. It is possible that the same
argument can be made from any religion’s point of view, but given
how doxastic practices are justified, it is not a foregone conclusion.
The epistemic status of religious beliefs based on experience depends
on the particular facts of what the experiences are and how they are
used within the particular religious tradition. This paper examines the
facts of religious experience in Islam, and concludes that it meets the
conditions for rationality according to the doxastic-practice approach.

! Texas Tech University
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“Non-Identity Theodicy”

Vince Vitale!

Since Derek Parfit’s Reasons and Persons, there has been a growing
literature in the ethics of procreation and in intergenerational ethics
reflecting on the following question: does it matter morally whether or
not the people harmed or benefited by an action would have existed
had that action not been performed? Parfit terms cases where the
affected people would not have existed otherwise cases of non-
identity. Theodicy is also concerned with evaluating actions that
determine who will live, but with a couple of exceptions—most
notably in articles by Robert Adams from the 1970s—sustained
reflection on non-identity considerations has been absent from
contemporary work on the problem of evil.

A fully successful theodicy would meet two primary conditions: first,
it would show that God has not wronged anyone by allowing evil;
second, it would show that God’s allowance of evil is motivated by
virtue rather than by some flaw in character. In the first half of this
paper, I suggest that non-identity considerations enable the theist to
meet both of these conditions. To show this, I organize and
supplement ideas that Adams has proposed across a number of works
but that he does not take to yield a theodicy. In this article’s second
half, 1 suggest that Non-Identity Theodicy is available to the theist
regardless of her assumptions about the existence and nature of free
will. This second suggestion requires developing a second version of
Non-Identity Theodicy. In concluding, I show how Non-Identity
Theodicy suggests a strong analogy between divine creation and
human procreation, and I argue that if voluntary human procreation
can in general be loving and morally permissible, despite the suffering
that inevitably accompanies it, then God’s creation and sustenance of
the actual world can also be loving and morally permissible.

! Faculty of Theology and Religion, University of Oxford
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Keywords: Problem of evil, theodicy, suffering.

The Problem of Evil in the Thought of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau

Claudio Tugnoli

Throughout all of Rousseau’s works there is tension between
argumentation and feeling, speculation and intuition, reason and
conscience. Reason binds men when they think correctly, but divides
them and opposes one to the other when they place it at the service of
self-interest, of ambition and of the will to prevail. Conversely, the
universality of conscience is immediate and transparent: it transmits
the truth of the existence of God, of the freedom of men, of the
distinction between good and evil, as well as of the universal
principles that are at the roots of human action and of the virtues
honoured by all human societies, despite the differences of particular
legislations. Mankind possesses an innate and intuitive conscience of
the fundamental principles by which its conduct must be inspired.
Were we to consider human actions only according to the criterion of
physical need, of causality and of movement, vices and virtues would
disappear and terms like morality and honesty would have no
meaning. But each one of us perceives from within that this is not the
case. We feel that moral good and evil are more real than anything
else, without any need whatsoever to prove it. To obey the conscience
one has of good and of evil without human mediation means to reject
the dogmatic formalism of religions as well as the vanity of
philosophical disputes. Every human being, however, is inserted into a
national community. What should the state’s attitude be vis-a-vis
religion? Rousseau indicates two paths. The first consists in
establishing a purely civil religion that admits only those dogmas that
are truly useful to society. Rousseau highlights the contradiction of a
Christian religion that, although it is the religion of peace par
excellence, fuels continuing bloody clashes among men due to a
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dogmatic theology that is totally alien to the essence of the Gospel and
extremely hazardous for the life of the State. The second path consists
in allowing Christianity to retain its authentic spirit, its freedom from
any material constraint, without any obligations other than those of
individual conscience. The Christian religion has such a pure and
noble moral that it cannot but benefit the State, as long as one does not
expect to make it part of the constitution.
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Embodied Subjectivities of Religious Experience

Fatima Toﬁghi1

In much of the research on religious experience, the mystical event
seems to occur on an individual, mental level. As one of the first
theorists of religious experience, William James mentioned, the object
of study is “the feelings, acts, and experiences of individual men in
their solitude, so far as they apprehend themselves to stand in relation
to whatever they may consider the divine”. Even when the subject of
experience was studied, it was only insofar as explaining the external
cause of the experience, such as narcotics. The scholars have made but
little comment on the subjectivity of the subjects in question. In this
paper, I will try to address this issue. Michel Foucault’s ethics of the
care of the self can be used to explain the formation of the subject of
experience. It may be claimed that certain bodily and spiritual
exercises have fashioned the subject, thus preparing him/her for the
experience. Indeed, coupled with virtue epistemology, Foucault’s
“care of the self” can open up new horizons into studying religious
experience.

Keywords: subjectivity, religious experience, spiritual exercises,
Michel Foucault.

! Assistant Professor, University of Religions and Denominations.
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Typology of Hypotheses on “God and Brain” debate

Javad Taheri'

Using simple logical dichotomies, current study tries to identify ways
by which the relationship between brain’s function and the very notion
of god can be specified. It will be shown that many of these ways have
had their own followers throughout history. For instance, trying to
specify a particular location in the brain which is responsible for our
notions of god is not a recent endeavor. Descartes has already
introduced Pineal Gland as one volunteer for such a responsibility. No
doubt that many, including atheists, criticize the theory of Descartes
about how god can be revealed to us through our brain. Recently,
some scholars try to show that according to new achievements in the
field of neurosciences a particular part of the brain called ‘god-faculty’
can be responsible for our experiences of so-called religious
experience. However, some others maintain that religious experiences
are due to our brain’s mal-functionality. Different fields within the
area of cognitive science of religion believe that our notion of god is a
function of our natural cognitive system.

Keywords: Brain, God-Faculty, Religious Experience, the Notion of
God

! Iranian Association for Philosophy of Religion, Tehran, Iran
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Dreams as an Important Part of the Life

Nader Shokrollahi'

Dreams are an inseparable part of our life. In every long sleep we saw
four or five dreams. In past the philosophical and mystical books had
been studying ontological and epistemological aspects of this
phenomena and extracting important points and calling some dreams
true dreams and they consider it a kind of mystical disclosure. Islam’s
prophet, Muhammad (peace be on him) said dream is a part of prophet
hood. But in our age, discussion of dream is left to other scholars as
Ferud. Ferud said the dream was belonged to folklore and mysticism,
but science brought it back. Ferud made dreams empty from those
important religious, philosophical and mystical meanings and
implications, and reduced all dreams to unfulfilled desires. After him,
this view of point was accepted more or less by other scientists. The
philosophy did not react properly. Although dreams remained more
important than that Ferud thought but deep philosophical investigation
was not done to turn back it to its previous position and was left to
those that had not have necessary ability to discuss it multidirectional.
Dream is a window to understanding the relation between nature and
supernatural world. Dream is way for knowing the level of existence
of human that philosophy of mind examine it. Surly it does not
contrast the psychological aspect of dream that psychologists and
psychoanalysts consider it. The important heritage of philosophy and
mysticism and religion about oneirology must be deepened by new
achievements. This paper is an attempt to show the importance of
epistemological, religious and ontological aspects of dream.

Keyword: Dream, Freud, Oneirology

! Assistant Professor, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran.
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Religious Experience and Color Perception: Similarities
and Differences

Hadi Samadi'

In this lecture I am going to compare Religious Experience with Color
Perception. In the recent years, there have been immense researches
on color perception. Color perception has a subjective dimension that
is beyond the reach of science, namely, its first person qualia.
However, we can also study color perception from a different third
person scientific perspective. There are two different, but
complimentary questions in this regard. The first one is a synchronic
question that concentrates on the mechanisms of color perception:
how this experience is being produced in us. The second one is a
diachronic ‘why question’: why this experience engraved in us; in
other words, in solving which problem natural selection selected the
color experience.

In my opinion we can easily ask similar questions about religious
experience. Religious experience has a subjective character. Like color
experience this aspect of religious experience is beyond the access of
scientific research. However, science can describe the neurological
mechanisms that involve in religious experience. In the last decades a
lot of researches have been performed to understand the neurological
foundations of this experience. But there is a missing ‘why question’
analogous to the why question of color perception: why religious
experience engraved in some human beings; put differently what
problem had been solved by religious experience in the process of

'. Assistant Professor of Philosophy of Science, Islamic Azad

University, Science and Research Branch, Tehran, Iran.
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human evolution? My answer is that religious experience has been
evolved to improve the morality in the society. It has been evolved to
reduce the number of free-riders.

(Note: There are numerous answers to the question of “why religion
has been emerged in the process of human evolution?” However, as
far as I know, there is not a similar question in the evolutionary
studies of religion, concerning “religious experience”, not “religion”.)



Abstracts: 4™ International Conference on Contemporary Philosophy of Religion (168)

Metaphysics of Pain and the Nature of Evils

Mohammad Saeedimehr’

Almost all of the Muslim philosophers who discuss the problem of
evil endorse a theory which regards the nature of evil as non-
existence. According to the theory of non-existential nature of evil
(TNNE) all kinds of evil are nothing but a privation of a certain type
of perfection. Moreover, there is no doubt that pain is one of the most
obvious instances of evil. According to Muslim philosophers,
however, the metaphysical analysis of pain shows that it can be
defined as a certain kind of apprehension or knowledge. But it may
seem enough obvious that apprehension has an existential nature and
is itself a type of perfection instead of being privation. Thus, human
pain usually called the “apprehensional evil” by Muslim philosophers,
can challenge TNNE. In order to response to this challenge, there have
been adopted two main views; some philosophers accept the
apprehensional evil as an exception to TNNE while others try to show
that this kind of evil essentially has a non-existential nature and thus,
the theory can be admitted in its universal form. In this paper, I
explore and examine the main arguments of the both two sides. This
examination ends in the conclusion that the first view is more
plausible. Therefore, we should either reject the evilness of pain or
deny the universality of TNNE.

Keywords: Pain, Apprehensional Evil, Islamic philosophy.

' . Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran.
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Religious Rationality; Levels and Virtues

Qodratullah Qorbani’

The question of religious rationality is to ask of logical coherency of
religious beliefs system. In this case, first it should be emphasized on
rationality of human’s needing to religion, since human’s ontological
and epistemological restrictions and his/her needing to immortality,
and the role of religion for replying his/her fundamental requirements,
explains such rationality. By considering plurality of theoretical,
practical and instrumental rationalities that have latitudinal and
longitudinal relations, we can speak of variety of religious rationality
in theoretical, practical and instrumental forms. On the other hand,
plurality of religious system of teachings in three realms of beliefs,
morality and religious acts makes possible to speak of religious
rationality in each of these realms. Concerning beliefs, we can discuss
on the level of rationality of fundamental, intermediate and marginal
beliefs which have gradual ontological and epistemological relations.
In this level, the rationality of fundamental beliefs is in the highest
stage, and then intermediate and finally marginal beliefs have less
rationality. In morality, by considering the role of religion in its
totality, it is possible to take into account such role in the form of
theoretical rationality, for increasing the meaning of foundation and
principles of morality, and in the form of practical rationality for
determining required frameworks and adequate warranty for moral
acts. Religious rationality concerning religious acts is related to this

! Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran
(gorbani48 @gmail.com).
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fact that most part of religion consists of social, political, economic
and worshiping acts and judgments which indicate social and
functional aspect of religion, and justifies its practical and
instrumental rationality. Consequently religious rationality is a gradual
and plural reality and has different levels, virtues and functions.

Keywords: Rationality, Religion, Beliefs, Fundamental Beliefs,
Intermediate Beliefs, Marginal Beliefs, Religious Acts.
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Tsunami and Theodicy: Where Was God in the
Tsunami?

Rasoul Rasoulipour'

David Bentley Hart® in his The Doors of the Sea (2005) narrates the
catastrophic earthquake — measured on the Richter scale at a
magnitude of 9.0 —which struck offshore of Banda Aceh, at the
northern end of Sumatra (Indian Ocean) on the second day of
Christmas 2004 and killed very near a quarter million!

Human being during three millennia of his intellectual traditions have
been always confronted the reality of suffering and death, and
wrestling with the Problem of Evil in every single instance of flood,
earthquake, or tempest, pestilence, famine, or fire, war, genocide, or
terminal illness and cancer. The question that continuously has been
raised in the minds is “How are evil and the belief in the judgment of
God reconciled?”

David Hart criticizing the philosophical responses over centuries to
the problem of evil, sheds a very deep spiritual light on the scene by
borrowing the glorious theophany in the Bhagavad Gita and
Mahabharata, remarks that natural disasters can be simply seen a
great table of sacrifice. He says that it may be to see the face of God in
war and in the deaths of millions — no less than in the beauty and

' Dept. of Philosophy, Kharazmi University of Tehran

2. I met with Hart in my recent visit to Notre Dame in August 2014.
He has joined the University of Notre Dame to work at the Institute
for Advanced Study. We had a very fruitful discussion and he gave me
a copy of his main work: The Experience of GOD, Being,
Consciousness, Bliss (2013) in that meeting.
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variety of living things — it is simply spiritual wisdom, and a
recognition of the sacred within nature and history alike.

I will argue in this paper that Hart’s picture of the evil while is very
interesting and soothing for believers in God, it cannot be of any help
to justify the evil in its large scale in the world, and to satisfy
ungrateful non-believers.
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Religious and Philosophical Foundations of Religious
Hermeneutics of Gerhard Oberhammer

Ruzana Pskhu'

One of the most interesting works of the Austrian philosopher and
historian of Indian philosophy Gerhard Oberhammer is the one which
deals with the problem of the human subjectivity from the point of
view of the religious Hermeneutics. This article which was published
in one of the conference proceedings and is called "The Place to meet
God" («Der Ort, an dem sich Gott ereignet»). The paper dwells upon
the main ideas which are explicitly pronounced in this article. And
first of all his interpretation of the most complicated problem of the
religious hermeneutics as a problem of the human subjectivity. The
other point which is very interesting is how Oberhammer applies his
ideas to the Indian religious philosophy. The paper is devoted to
analysis of these two main aspects. The inner world of the human
being (die Innerlichkeit) has a possibility of Transcedence as a basis of
expirience of the Other as other. The openness which is inherent to the
human subject could mean a reality which is not something conctrete
but anyway it announces itself. This given openness is not only the a
proiri foundation of a psychological act of the consciousness but is a
place where a subject could meet the transcendency.

! PhD in Philosophy, Russian Peoples Friendship University
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Is it possible to talk about the meaning of life in physical
world?

Ahmad Pourghasem1

Talking of the meaning of life in religious or ethical context, even
though with lots of difficulties, can be introduced, but what of
imagining the world which is consisted of elementary particles? Is it
as much easy to think of “the” meaning beyond the life while the
world is considered nothing but the corporeal objects? Garret
Thomson, the philosopher of the meaning of life, develops the
question and points out to some answers through using “the property
dualism”, “the supervenience properties” and “the meaning and
references”. The following article, analytically studies his approach to
the topic while considers some challenges to the solutions he
introduced. In other words, the author is going to challenge, even
though it seems audacious, the bedrock concepts beneath his
propositional arguments under scrutiny i.e. a. the concept of “an
object”, as it is there in the physical world, cannot unreasonably be
turned into “facts” which are not substantial objects but the conceptual
affairs, 2.the solutions he suggests are not overlapped with all types of
Materialism therefore, his arguments are not cemented thoroughly,
and 3. He was not as much successful to make a clear distinction
between “life” and “living” which are coalesced unintentionally on a
par; however, I conceded that he made a nice classification in the first
chapter of his book.

Keywords: meaning; Life; The meaning of life; Physicalism;
Supervenience
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Problem of Evil and Theory of Compensation

Seyed Jaaber Mousavirad'

There are many solutions presented to solve the problem of evil.
Quranic verses and religious traditions have concentrated on the status
of these evils in attaining forever felicity and happiness in heaven and
closeness to God. Based on these Islamic scriptures, Muslim
theologians have presented the theory of compensation which holds
that evils of this world are good because they lead people to this
felicity. This viewpoint is based on conception of compensation of the
harms of the evil, in addition to their necessity to gain forever felicity.
In this paper, this theory has been explained, and numerous doubts
against its validity have been answered. Some philosopher has
maintained that this theory is based on circle, because it presuppose
the existence of hereafter which has not been proven. Some others
have asserted that this latter compensation cannot justify the cause of
existence of former evils in the world. The other doubt is that this
compensation is not beneficial for who is oppressed. And there are
some other doubts which have been explained and refuted in this

paper.

Key words: evils, compensation, Muslim theologian, God
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A Critique of the Barbour’s Science-Religion Typology
and its Application to the History of Theology and
Science in Islam

Seyed Zoheir Mirkarimi'

Seminal works of lan Barbour on science and religion interactions
commenced with emphasis on critical realism that later led to a four-
fold typology of interactions between science and theology: conflict,
independence, dialogue, and integration. However, this taxonomy
predominately has been driven from a Christian perspective and has
been elicited from Christian theology and the history of science in the
West. By providing comparative historical facts, this paper argues that
the interactions between science and theology in Islam will not fit in
Barbour’s typology, and a different framework is required. It will be
shown that, to Muslim scholars, science and theology did not seem to
be in conflict, particularly in the medieval era. Instead, theology has
priority to science, that means science was marginal in relation to
theology. Therefore, any presumable conflict was interpreted in the
favour of Islamic faith. Although the next two types of interactions -
independence and dialogue - have a formidable presence in the history
of science and theology in Islam, the dynamics of interactions between
science and theology under each of these types have changed,
specifically in the modern era. This paper will show the
transformation of these dynamics by comparing a few cases of science
and theology relations in early, medieval, and modern Islamic periods.
Finally, instead of ‘Intergration’, this paper will propose ‘Precedence’
as the model of science-theology relation to the most influential
contemporary Muslim scholars, namely Mohammad Hossain
Tabatabayi, Hasan Hasanzadeh Amoli, Abdullah Javadi Amoli,
Seyyed Hossain Nasr, and Syed Muhammad Naguib Al-Attas. In this

! Student of Philosophy, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia.
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account, science and theology are not fundamentally distinct realms
that need to be integrated; but they are two set of knowledge claims
that both of them use reason and faith to reach an understanding. In
this framework, however, based on epistemological approaches, some
theological claims have precedence over some scientific claims, if any
ostensible contradictions emerge.

Keywords: Science-Religion Typology, Islam, Marginality,
Precedence
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“Nietzsche’s Dionysian Apocalypse: The Death of God &
Spiritual Renewal”

Karen Mc¢ Cutcheon!

This paper is an elucidation of the “death of God” passage, and asks
the question what does this imply for philosophy of religion bearing
upon its relevance to today? Are we to interpret it as an expression of
atheism, a criticism of what he considers to be a life-denying Christian
God or a sign of spiritual renewal? In examining Nietzsche’s
metaphysics, it can be argued that Nietzsche speaks of a new God
“Dionysus”, that which relates to the whole that of Becoming or more
specifically an “eternity” within Becoming. For Nietzsche, the death
of God signals a renewed possibility for spiritual identity and
existence, a new way of “knowing” God through the mystical. It
implies the re-awakening of a new spirituality that of life-affirmation
in the experience of tragic insight into reality as amor fati. The paper,
in taking a close look at his metaphysics explores the theme of the
eternal or “heavenly” in his thought and its distinction from space.
Reality, for Nietzsche is not to be conflated with objects in space,
viewed as “external reality”. It is through the self (a turn inward) that
one experiences reality as eternity (non-spatial), which parallels with
Christ’s dictum: the “Kingdom of Heaven is within you” as expressed
by Nietzsche in The Antichrist. The paper will also look at Nietzsche’s
own experience of amor fati as “revelation” or “inspiration” and the
mystical (ineffable), and how it coincides with what can be considered
to be a felt experience of the death of God. The death of God could be
viewed as a transitional phase whereby Nietzsche views himself as a
foreseer of a new earth or golden age such that the impending nihilism
of the death of God can be overcome. The paper asks such questions is
this phase imminent, and what does it imply for humanity, will the
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eternal manifest itself in the world, could there be peace on earth? The
paper will include a brief look at the biblical connotations of his work
suggesting that there is a deep irony to his thought, that rather than
breaking away from the Christian tradition, he could actually be
playing a role in bringing about its fulfilment.
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From Temporality to Eternity: Three Philosophical
Approaches

Vincenzo Lomuscio'

In my paper, I propose three ways of thinking about eternal life after
death, emerging from three contemporary ways of thinking about
temporality. Indeed, if we can think of eternity only through
temporality, our consideration of temporality produces our notion of
eternity. I discuss three contemporary positions on temporality.

The first position is that of Bergson. According to the French
philosopher, time is a subjective experience in which every moment
adds to the whole of moments, like in a ball of wool. Our memory can
capture any moment of our life, but it is done through circumstances
and usefulness. The memory is unconscious, but available depending
on temporary utility. The overcoming of temporality, therefore, is the
overcoming of this condition of unconsciousness; thus, memories are
immediately available.

The second position is that of Husserl. His phenomenology
approaches the question of temporality separately from all ordinary
notions (empirical, psychological, physical, etc.), attaining to an
“immanent time of consciousness”. Temporality is the absolute
activity (“absolute flux”) of consciousness, which defines — by its
intentionality — the present, past and future. Because past and future
are ideal objects within consciousness (objects without reality),
through this approach, we have to think of eternal life as an
overcoming of these idealities: eternity is not an ideality of past and
future, but the reality of past and future.

The third position is the Heideggerian perception, and is the most
important because it is the most articulate. According to Heidegger,
temporality is the structure of existence, and this structure implicates a
radical openness of Da-sein (future-past-present). In this openness,
each existence cannot understand itself as a whole because, until it
exists, it has to exist. The whole is the impossibility of Da-sein. By
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this consideration, we have to think of eternity as the overcoming of
this limitation, thus, we can understand our existence as a whole.
What does being whole mean? It signifies that we do not have to move
further to define our being. But, at once, this means that the existence
after death is no more exclusively my existence, no more “ever mine”.
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Guidelines Towards the Common Good: The Catholic
Social Doctrine Between Faith and Reason

Winfried Loffler!

Catholicism has developed a quite elaborate teaching about social,
political and economic matters. It originated as a reaction to the open
social questions of the 19th century, especially the social misery of the
workers, and from the insight that structural problems cannot be
solved by individual personal virtue alone. Main sources of this
"Catholic Social Doctrine" are encyclical writings of the Popes from
1891 onwards to the present, the 2nd Vatican Council 1962-65 and
many texts by local church authorities. Interestingly, many contents of
it are attractive also to non-religious citizens and to politicians from
moderate left-wing to moderate right-wing parties. At certain times, it
was even something like an "inofficial state ideology" especially in
Germany. The exact content of the Catholic Social Doctrine, however,
cannot easily be pinned down. It is surely not a kind of "best state
constitution" or "blueprint for a Christian State"; rather, it is a set of
guidelines or principles which help to find and evaluate political and
economic decisions which secure a common good. Most popular is the
summary in the three well-known principles of personality (the human
person as a whole, with its inalienable dignity, is the final task of
politics and economics - and not only man as a material being with
economic needs), solidarity (humans and groups of humans can never
florish in isolation, hence they mutually responsible - especially for
the weak and the poor) and subsidiarity (bigger units and institutions
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of society should respect the rights and competences of the smaller,
local ones, but should support and empower them to do their work).
These principles limit and interpret each other (e.g., no true
personality without solidarity, etc.), and they are clearly rooted in a
certain (and realistic, not utopian) anthropology. The concrete
implications of personality, solidarity and subsidiarity may change
according to historical and economic contexts and new developments;
there were also changes in the social teaching of the church due to
new historical and theological insights. For example, today's
unambiguous defence of the human rights, of democracy, and of the
freedom of religion and science was not always present in the Catholic
teaching. And in the light of global climate change and the
irresponsible exploitation of natural resources it is presently discussed
whether sustainability ("integrity of creation"), which has been a
prominent topic over the last 20 years, especially in Pope Francis'
teaching, should not be seen as a fourth principle.

The Catholic Social Doctrine is an interesting example case of a
theoretical construction at the border of faith and reason. Hence, its
justification provides a genuine problem for the philosophy of
religion. In its early decades it was chiefly justified as a consequence
of (philosophical) natural law; today, after the decline of natural law
theories, it is often claimed to be a primarily theological doctrine.
However, it can evidently not be based on the Bible and the Catholic
dogmatic tradition alone (as the Bible and the tradition have little to
say on modern politics and economy), and the numerous parallels with
mainstream social philosophy point to a still strong philosophical
component. However, contents like the "special option for the poor"
and the recent strong emphasis on sustainability seem to have
theological foundations. A plausible model might be that religious
faith and revelation provide the anthropological and spiritual
foundations of the Catholic Social Doctrine, whereas the concrete
shaping of the doctrine and its consequences must be rethought ever
new according to the historical contexts - by constant application of
our best means in social philosophy and empirical social and political
science.
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In my paper, I will - after some basic information about the current
status Catholic Social Doctrine and the correction of some widespread
misgivings - investigate into the epistemological foundations of this
doctrine and discuss its rationality.
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The Assessment Sensitivity of Religious Language

Hajj Muhammad Legenhausen1

One of the characteristic features of Shi‘i jurisprudence is the
allowance that contradictory religious opinions may be held through
no fault of the parties who disagree, that is, it may be that
S; asserts pand S, asserts not p, and neither is blameworthy or
deserving divine punishment of any sort. This happens, for example,
when two mujtahids disagree about the hukm (judgment) of a given
action. Shahid Mutahhari also argued that differences across religious
boundaries could be blameless, that is, we may consider those with
whom we disagree to be inculpable for their errors. In both cases, it is
held that there is some absolute truth®in virtue of which some
religious judgments are correct but not others; although one who holds
an absolutely false opinion may do so without committing a sin. The
phenomenon of faultless disagreement is one that has sparked
tremendous controversy in epistemology and in semantics. In
particular, it has been argued that this sort of disagreement is a sign of
relative truth. The similarity of the linguistic norms governing
religious disagreements and other disagreements that have been
analyzed through semantic theories of context dependency of various
sorts leads to the question of how semantic theory should deal with
religious disagreement in view of the recognition of intractable
disagreements in Islamic jurisprudence and theology. In this paper, I
will examine the issue of the semantics of the religious language used
to express such disagreements. I will leave the epistemological and
theological questions for other occasions, God willing. I will argue for

' . The Imam Khomeini Education and Research Institute

2. By “absolute truth” I mean monadic truth, that is, truth that is not
relative to contexts or parameters. There is no assumption that
absolute truth must be regarded more robustly than what minimalists
would endorse.
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the compatibility between the adaptation of an assessment sensitive
semantics for the analysis of some religious discourse and an
insistence on the recognition of a kind of metaphysical absolutism for
the truth of religious assertions about which there is unflawed
disagreement.
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The Reasons for Weakness of Will

Zahra Khazaei'

This paper seeks to explain the reasons for weakness of will. Akrasia,
from Aristotle’s viewpoint, is a character trait that helps the agent acts
contrary to his belief. He believes akratic man, knowing that what he
does is bad, does it as a result of passion. Contemporary philosophers’
definition of akrasia is very similar to Aristotle’s. Davidson
characterizes an incontinent or weak-willed person as one who acts
contrary to his better judgment, all thing considered. He asserts that he
does akratic action freely, knowingly and intentionally. Alfred Mele,
as well, considering akrasia and weakness of will as one phenomen,
describes akratic action as a free, intentional action contrary to the
agent’s better judgment. But Richard Holton asserts that they are two
phenomena. He defines akrasia as other philosophers but characterizes
a weak- willed person as one who over readily revises his intention.
Thus, an akratic man acts contrary to his better judgment, while a
weak- willed man fails to act on his intention. It seems that according
to different definitions of weakness of will, the reasons for weak-
willed action would be different. Moral, epistemological and
psychological reasons are the reasons by which we be able to explain
why an akratic action occurs. At the end, this paper shows that
although there is not a special reason to be focused as the main one,
psychological factors are better in this regard.

Keywords: weakness of will, Akrasia, Desire, Belief, Judgment,
Intention.
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The Inconsistency of Darwinian Evolution and Theism

o ol
Seyed Hassan Hosseini

In this paper, I will present two arguments to show that there is an
intrinsic and inseparable inconsistency between Darwinian Evolution
and Theism. Although there are different attempts to build the
Darwinian Evolution on the ground of Theism, my two arguments will
prove that all these efforts fail unless one takes a reductionist approach
to either Darwinian Evolution or Theism. Nevertheless, this does not
mean that the author remains silent in this clear inconsistency, but
rather to find other solutions with the strong caution not to reduce the
agency of God, nor to alter the biological process of evolution. We
will be attempting to present the theory of the Substantial Mutation of
Nature, based on Mullu Sadra’s philosophy as one of the solutions, but
the important aim of this paper is to show the intrinsic inconsistency
of Theism and Darwinian Evolution not from naturalistic atheism,
rather from the characteristics of God as an intelligent agent.

'. Philosophy of Science Department, Sharif University of
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Philosophy as a Way of Life: Wittgenstein on
Contentment

Malek Hosseini'

Pierre Hadot has mentioned Wittgenstein among those philosophers
whose thoughts could, or should, be understood as a way of life.
Agreeing with Hadot, I have described Wittgenstein’s way of
philosophizing as a wise point of view. The present brief paper tries to
provide evidence of this way of understanding Wittgenstein, putting
together his remarks on “Zufriedenheit”’/contentment. In imitation of
a remark by Wittgenstein, in which he speaks of “Zufriedenheit”, and
with the help of other relevant remarks, the paper tries to show
the great significance of the concept ‘contentment’ for
Wittgenstein; it is an important linking point between Life and
Philosophy in Wittgenstein’s work.

! Faculty Member at Azad University of Tehran, Theology
Department
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Reason and Faith in Jerome Xavier's Ayena-ye haqq-
nama (1609): Between Interreligious Reasoning and
Controversy

Norbert Hintersteiner'

Among the Indo-Persian Christian philosophical and theological
writings, building on a distinct confluence of reason and faith,
JEROME XAVIER’s (1549-1617) Ayena-ye haqq-nama (The Truth—
showing Mirror; Lahore 1609) stands out. This work is not only
interesting in its early modern Catholic reason and faith entanglement
of its time and its place within the interreligious philosophical debates
and the translational culture at the Mughal court. But also in view of
the controversial interreligious SHI’I-CATHOLIC engagements it
sparked on its journey to Safavid Persia only a decade later. Most
outstanding, in a work of the Isfahani Shi’ite scholar SAYYID
AHMAD ‘ALAVI (d. 1644 or 1650), who wrote a polemical rebuttal
to it, titled Mesqal-e safa (1622). Once a copy of ‘Alavi’s work was
sent to Rome, in return, a learned Catholic response to ‘Alavi’s
arguments were developed by Philip Guadagnoli’s Apologia pro
christiana religione (1631). In sum, this presentation explores the early
modern Catholic reason-and-faith composition of the Ayena-ye haqq-
nama in the context of Mughal interreligious debates and juxtaposes it
with later reason-and-faith compositions advanced in 17thy century
settings of interreligious controversy, as found in ‘Alavi’s and
Guadagnoli’s writings. It offers a reflection on the importance of
cultural location for reason-and-faith epistemologies and how they can
break down the boundaries between religions -- or enhance them.

! University of Muenster, Catholic-Theological Faculty, Germany.



Abstracts: 4™ International Conference on Contemporary Philosophy of Religion (191)

"Do we have a common religious/philosophical ground
for dialogue?"

Reinhar Hesse

1.) As human beings do we have a common religious and/or
philosophical ground for dialogue and mutual understanding?
Yes: what we as human beings have in common is that we are able to
use and understand arguments. In other words: that we are rational
beings.

2.) Is our capability for argumentation the only ground we have in
common as basis for dialogue and mutual understanding?There is no
argumentation against argumentation. Argumentation can’t be
transcended. Thus argumentation, more precisely: the capability of
argumentation — i.e. reason - is the only ground we have in common as
human beings.

3.) Does religion play a role in this respect? Isn’t religion superfluous
for a rational human being? No, not in the sense Kant has ascribed to
it. To know about the boundaries of knowledge (of reason) and to
humbly marvel about the miraculous existence of world, life and
reason can rightly be seen as the form of religion - as the form of
attitude towards the "beyond" - which is adequate (and unavoidable)
for a rational being.

Religion is the source of truth and ethics if it means: humble
acknowledgment of the un-knowable and hence of the fact that in our
search for orientaton we are relegated to ourselves as fellow human
beings, as brothers and sisters.
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Evolution and the Quran

Abdulla Galadari'

The conflict between science and religion manifests itself in the debate
between evolution and creation. If we adopt a creationist’s reading of
the Qur’an, we discover an interesting anomaly. Creationism does not
seem to be a literal understanding of the Qur’an at all. Creationists
usually have in mind the concept of creatio ex nihilo, which is
creation out of nothing. However, a linguistic understanding of the
word used for creation by the Qur’an, which is “khlg,” means to split
and to divide. Every organism in the material world reproduces
through a biological process of cell division “khlg.” Therefore,
literally using the word “khlg” to describe this physical process is not
problematic from a scientific perspective. Also, with a close textual
analysis of the Qur’an, we realize that the word of creation “Be,” does
not truly describe creation, but being. The Qur’an separates the notion
of creation from being, which sheds light of what the text constitutes
the ontological nature of the human being and the universe. Therefore,
even if we do adopt a creationist literal reading of the Qur’an, we find
that it does not support a creationist worldview, but aligns itself more
towards a scientific evolutionary worldview.

Keywords: Creationism, evolution, exegesis, Islam, science and
religion
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Hylomorphism and the Problem of Particularity

Joseph Diekemper1

This paper analyses and seeks to solve a problem associated with the
hylomorphic account of human persons. The problem is what I call
the ‘problem of particularity’. Hylomorphism is an originally
Aristotelian doctrine according to which substances are metaphysical
complexes composed of matter and form. Matter is the physical stuff
out of which a substance is made, and it individuates particular
substances.  Substantial form is an organizing principle which
organizes a substance’s matter and determines the kind to which it
belongs. A substantial form is thus a common nature (i.e. a universal).
When a substantial form ceases to inform the matter of a substance,
that form ceases to exist (as does the substance). This is all well and
good for material substances, but it is problematic in the case of
human persons, for whom the substantial form is the soul. Aristotle
thought it possible for certain parts of the soul to continue to exist
separated from a person’s matter, namely, those which were not
actualities of any part of the body. Aquinas took this possibility and
developed it into a sophisticated account of separated souls as
‘subsistent’ forms. There is a tension, however, between Aquinas’s
subsistent souls, which come into existence configured by God (and
therefore have particularity independently of matter), and the
hylomorphic principals which allow him to avoid Platonic/Cartesian
substance dualism. This tension threatens to reduce his hylomorphic
account of persons to substance dualism. This is the problem of
particularity. 1 propose to solve the problem by postulating a
primitive individual essence (i.e. thisness) for each human person, in
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addition to their shared form of humanity. I then develop an ontology
for the instantiation of thisness in human persons. Thisnesses are
individuating principles, and substantial forms are organizing
principles, and both are required for human persons.

Keywords: personal ontology; hylomorphism; thisness; life after
death.
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The Path: As an Example of Relation Between Belief and
Life Style, Dersim Mythic Stories

Dilsa Deniz'

As an analytical study of the symbols and mythical stories of a belief
system known as Ré&/Raa meaning “The Path” that exists in Dersim.
This belief system is now systematise Dersim is the name of a large
geographical region that is now smaller in size and known by the
name Tunceli since 1936. This area populated by

In this paper I would like to use the deconstruction method and
analyse of content in a perspective and methodology in conjunction
with hermeneutic for rereading of mythical stories and figures of
belief system in Dersim. Doing that I would like to show, how
content of myths is used as a historical archive that able us to read and
analyse diachronic history on a synchronic ground.

In this analytical study, the content of the belief system known as
Ré/Raa, its connection with societal institutions and effects on
everyday life and life style, from all of its components were examined
in connection with some mythical stories. By taking the mythical
stories that support the content of this system and subjecting them to
analysis through deconstruction, their effect on the region’s

' . Assistant Prof., Department of Sociology, Nisantasi University,
Istanbul, Turkey.
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anthropology, in particular the formation of life style is discussed.
Dersim people, the socio-economic processes of the region and the
traces of the conflicts and conclusions during these processes are
studied and discussed in context of interactive relations among daily
life and life style.

Therefore we could see and understand the continuality of belief and
life style of the society and socetal life.

Keywords: Alevi, Yol/RE, symbolism, belief, myths, Dersim,
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Hick’s Theory of Religion and the Traditional Islamic
Narrative

Amir Dastmalchian’

This paper considers the traditional Islamic narrative in the light of the
theory of religion espoused by John Hick (1922-2012). We see how
the Islamic narrative changes on a Hickean understanding of religion,
particularly in the light of the ‘bottom-up’ approach and trans-personal
conception of the religious ultimate that it espouses. Where the two
readings of Islam appear to conflict I suggest how they can be
reconciled. I argue that if Hick’s theory is incompatible with Islamic
belief, then this incompatibility does not manifest itself at the level of
belief in the narrative.
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Divine Providence and Human Freedom

Nevin Climenhagal, Daniel Rubio®

Libertarianism is the thesis that an agent freely ¢-s only if the state of
the world prior to his @-ing did not determine him to ¢. It is
controversial whether, if libertarianism is true, there are true
“counterfactuals of creaturely freedom” (CCFs): that is, facts about
what free agents would have done if the circumstances had been
different.

Molinists are libertarians who think that there are true CCFs, and that
God knows what they are prior to creation. Molinists claim to
reconcile human freedom with providentially useful divine
foreknowledge: since God knows what you would do if you were
placed in such-and-such circumstances, even before he decides
whether or not to create such circumstances, he is able to use that
knowledge to guide his choice of what world to create.

In this essay we argue that if there were true CCFs, libertarian free
will would be impossible. In particular, we argue that a true
counterfactual of freedom, “If..., then...,” combined with the actuality
of the circumstances mentioned in its antecedent, would fully explain
the performance of the action mentioned in the consequent, and that
the action would thus not be free in the libertarian sense.

More formally, suppose the following CCF is true prior to creation: if
Eve were tempted in the garden, she would sin. Let “the

! University of Notre Dame.
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Circumstances” refer to the truth of this CCF’s antecedent (that Eve is
tempted in the garden). We defend the following argument:

(1) The CCF and Circumstances fully explain Eve’s action.

(2) Neither Eve nor anything Eve does (even partially) explains the
CCEF or the Circumstances.

(3) If X fully explains the fact that S ¢-s, and neither S nor anything S
does even partially explains the truth of X, S does not freely ¢.

(4) Eve does not freely sin. [from (1)-(3)]

Keywords: Providence, Free Will, Molinism.
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Knowledge of Particulars in Avicenna’s Thought

o ol
Kaveh Boveiri

Avicenna’s claim that God knows particulars in a universal manner or as
universals has been subject to longstanding discussions and disagreements.
In this paper, I discuss and critically evaluate his Idea, through a cross-
examination of two contemporary commentaries in this respect: that of
Rahim Acar (2004) and that of Peter Adamson (2005).

Acar has argued that Marmura and Ghazaali’s conclusion that based on
Avicenna’s text God cannot know the particulars, overlooks the distinction
between the questions of whether God knows particulars and how He does
know them. He continues by saying that what may be inferred from
Avicenna’s discussion is that he does not satisfactorily show how God
knows particulars. But he himself overlooks the fact that if Avicenna, as he
admits, does not give a satisfactory explanation of how God knows the
particulars, his claim that God does know the particulars, unsupported as it
18, turns out to be a mere claim.

Adamson, on the other hand, has attempted to show that God cannot know
particulars. Quoting from Aristotle’s Posterior Analytics (Post An. 1.4), he
says that the affirmation of a proposition to account as knowledge, that
proposition must be grasped through a demonstration, what is not the case
for God. My hypothesis, focusing on the elaboration on Avicenna’s view
regarding his example of eclipse, is that if his view regarding the particulars
which are more similar to divine realm, as celestial bodies, is not consistent,
it would be more so, if it is attributed to the world of flux.

The upshot of my paper is that neither of the abovementioned views succeed
in providing support for Avicenna’s attempt to come up with a compromise
between particulars and God and what he says in support of this is merely
limited to the repetition of the claim.

'. Doctorat en philosophie, Département de philosophie, Université de
Montréal.
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Learning through the Enemy: Dialectic, Intellectual
Exertion and Liberation in the Work of Two Early
Indian Doxographers

Karl Stephan Bouthillette'

Religious dialogue is commonly seen and studied as a modern
phenomenon. This assumption can be reviewed in the light of the
work of the two earliest doxographers of Indian worldviews: the early
medieval authors Bhavya and Haribhadra. Not only does their work
provide us with an early and original attempt to acknowledge the
pluralistic ideological landscape of their time, but they also formulate
a philosophical response to the phenomenon that may insightfully
challenge our modern typology on religious dialogue, namely the
trinity of exclusivism, inclusivism and relativism. Through a brief
review of their work and ideas, reflected within the wider context of
their respective traditions, this paper intends to highlight how the two
doxographers conceived of ideological opposition as fuel to burn
one’s own ignorance as well as the arena in which one is to enact his
religious commitment.

! Institution and Department, LUDWIG-MAXIMILIANS-
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Contemporary Shifts in the Christian Doctrine of Hell in
Anglo-American Philosophical Theology

Ramon Baker'

This problem of hell is a specific form of the problem of evil. The
possibility that perhaps a great number of people will end up in an
eternal hell is a problem for the Christian who also confesses faith in
an omnipotent, omniscient and omnibenevolent God.

In the past 30 years, a number of British and North American
philosophers of religion and philosophical theologians have developed
a new approach to answering the problem of hell. Scholars such as
Richard Swinburne, Jonathan Kvanvig, Jerry Walls and N.T. Wright
seek to “lower the temperature” of hell by reinterpreting hell along
non-retributive lines. Instead of being an expression of God’s wrath,
hell is seen as both an expression of the love of God for his creation
and as the natural consequences of a person’s free (libertarian) choice
to reject God.

In this paper, I shall introduce this “choice model” of hell and show
that the basic formulations of this perspective do not provide an
adequate answer to the problem of hell. The choice-model scholars
themselves, however, recognize this weakness and add a wide range of
possible supplements to their basic perspective. Some of these
supplemented versions succeed in presenting reasonable answers to the
problem of hell.

One of the key reasons for the shift in interpretations of hell is a
perceived failure on the part of other interpretations of hell to give
adequate answers to the problem of hell. It is my conclusion, however,
that with the addition of some of the same supplements, versions of
annihilationism/conditionalism and hell as eternal conscious torment

"' Academic dean at CredoAkademin in Stockholm and associate lecturer
in the extension program of NLA Hggskolen in Kristiansand, Norway.
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can be advanced that succeed just as well in presenting answers to the
problem of hell as those advanced by choice-model scholars, thus
rendering some of their critique of retributive perspectives on hell
unfounded.

Keywords: Hell, Eternal Punishment, Free Will.
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"Love'" and "Suffering For",

Considering Rene Girard's Theory from Shia Perspective

Habibollah Babaei'

To know one another (fa'arof in the Quranic term) is the way to join
one-self to the others. Ta'arof increases love and unity as it decreases
violence and enmity. Conversely, the lack of Ta'arof results in a hole
between self and others. Knowing one another occurs through
different ways. The very important way (in Shia view) is to take
common beloved one for the self and the other (several lovers and
unique spiritual beloved). This shared beloved truth makes
relationship between / and you based on love (many lovers who love
each other through: a. identical love and b. inclusive beloved truth).
To make lover and beloved one such as this could be happened by
strong remembrance (1_SY 24)) which comes out by remembrance of
beloved one's sufferings for. This is a unity could be created by love,
not by hate and enmity that is declared by Rene Girard in Sacred and
Violence.

' Academy of Islamic Culture and Science,
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On the Epistemic Rationality of Acceptant Faith

Ebrahim Azadegan1

In a situation in which there is a balance of evidence for and against
religious belief (what is often called “religious ambiguity”), can it be
rational to accept religious propositions? In proposing an answer to
this question, I focus first on Alston’s account of acceptant faith. I
then analyze the rationality of acceptance according to Wright’s
account of epistemic entitlement. Next, drawing on Plantinga’s
argument against naturalism as well as certain proposals by Aquinas, |
apply a version of Wright’s account to the idea of theistic faith in
support of the claim that it is epistemically rational to accept central
theistic propositions. My conclusion will be that acceptance of the
existence of a theistic God is epistemically entitled.

Keywords: Acceptance, God, entitlement, rationality
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God, Immortality and Life after Death in African
Traditional Religions

Emmanuel Ande Ivorgba1

Africans are very religious people and every religion seems to be
flourishing so well on the African continent much more than in any
other place in the world. Particularly, Islam and Christianity appear to
be the leading and fastest growing religions in Africa, and among
Africans. African traditional religious experience and expression,
having emerged from the limbo of negation and skepticism to eventual
recognition, is gradually taking its rightful place among the religions
of the world, and is considered the legitimate expression of a genuine
religious experience of African peoples in their encounter with the
divine.

This Paper presents a comparative study and analysis of the African
conception of God, Immortality and of the life after death with
specific references to their own cultural values and traditional
experiences. Even from the period that preceded recorded history,
Africans clearly and rightly demonstrated profound belief in God, that
human beings are creatures of God, and that life itself is a gift of
Divinity to Humanity, to be experienced with dignity, respect and
appreciation.

Rituals, especially those associated with death and burial of the Dead;
occupy significant position in African tradition and culture. Through
these rituals and burial rites, the Living constantly demonstrates belief
that the Dead are only on the final journey to the final destination.

', West Africa Regional Coordinator, United Religions Initiative
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Death becomes a past-presentist-futuristic experience; a process which
connects and unites the totality of human experience. In death, the
individual transcends the past and present and connects the future. The
deceased is therefore said to have transited into the ancestral world of
the living dead, to join family members who had gone before. Life
continues even in the hereafter. Death is therefore not an annihilating
experience, but a process through which the deceased join their
departed family and ancestors beyond.

Keywords: African Traditional Religions, Rituals, Immortality, Death
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The Drama of Divine Providence Reflections on the
Perennial Problem of Evil

Edward J. Alam

Abstract: The perennial problem of evil is not some abstract riddle that
once solved can forever be dismissed. On the contrary, it is a deep and
dark recurrent mystery that, unless continually faced with wisdom and
courage and with a deep trust in the essential goodness of existence,
will eventually devastate us. Though there are vast and significant
variations on the theme, all of the great religious traditions are more or
less in general agreement on this point. I speak from within the
Abrahamic religions, and particularly from a Christian theological
angle, but bring in related and relevant insights from the other two
Abrahamic faiths, Judaism and Islam, as well as from other
disciplines, most notably from philosophy and psychology. My
reflections focus on the meaning and role of the relation between evil
and Divine Providence, and conclude by suggesting that any healthy
understanding of Providence must strike the right balance between
fatalism and human responsibility.
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Introduction

Iranian Association for Philosophy of Religion (IAPR) and faculty of
theology and philosophy of Islamic Azad University, Science and
Research Branch have decided to organize this conference to establish
the unique ground for dialogue and mutual understanding among the
very influential community of Philosophy of Religion from both West
and East, with the hope to make a bridge from the abstraction to
action, so IAPR is greatly honored to invite you to participate in this
important event. If you are interested to join us, please look through
the following information.

It is my great pleasure to hold ‘4™ International Conference on
Contemporary Philosophy of Religion’ will be held in Tehran, Iran,
Islamic Azad University, Science and Research Branch
(http://www .srbiau.ac.ir/en), at January 26-27, 2016. The Conference
is organized by Iranian Association for Philosophy of Religion (IAPR:
http://philor.org), and Islamic Azad University, Science and Research
Branch.
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