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whether—so long as their lives are worth living overall—they
have been treated unfairly or unlovingly by being born as such.
Another question raised by this approach is that of why God
would choose to bring into existence the specific people who
have come to inhabit this religiously diverse world, when
presumably omnipotence would have made it possible for him
to bring into existence a different set of people who would have
enjoyed greater religious agreement. | conclude by assessing a
number of responses to that question.

Keywords: Nonidentity Problem, Religious Pluralism,
Religious Diversity, Best Possible World, Goodness of God.
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A Nonidentity Explanation of Religious Diversity
Vincent Vitale'

Since Derek Parfit’s Reasons and Persons (1984), there has
been a growing literature in the ethics of procreation and in
intergenerational ethics reflecting on the following question:
does it matter morally whether or not the people harmed or
benefited by an action would have existed had that action not
been performed? For instance (to cite an example from
Leibniz), could a father have wronged his child by his choice of
with whom to procreate, given that any choice other than the
child’s mother would have produced not that child but a
different child or no child at all? Parfit terms cases where the
affected people are not identical with anyone who would have
existed otherwise cases of nonidentity. Philosophical
discussions of religious diversity are also concerned with
evaluating actions that determine who will live—specifically,
divine actions impacting the type of universe that has been
created and sustained. In this paper, | develop an explanation of
religious diversity that takes as its primary claim the position
that our existence as the individuals that we are depends broadly
on the religious pluralism of the world that we have been born
into. If those to whom God seems hidden or to whom God has
revealed himself less clearly than to others could not have
existed had they not been born into the epistemic conditions
they were in fact born into, then this raises questions about

1 - Associate Professor of Philosophy, Wycliffe Hall, USA,
vincent.vitale@theology.ox.ac.uk.
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forms of religious exclusivism. In the second or last part, |
defend some compound complex version of religious
exclusivism-pluralism: absolute religious exclusivism in truth
and narrow religious pluralism in justification and in salvation;
what abbreviate as: ATRE-NJRP-NSRP. By "absolute religious
exclusivism” | mean that just one of incompatible religious
doctrines is true, no more; and by "narrow religious pluralism in
justification and in salvation™ | mean that it is possible rather
factual that there are justified incompatible religious beliefs
although certainly not all of them and under certain conditions,
their belivers can achive salvation but not necessarily through
the very belief rather possibly through the divine beneficence.
Keywords: religious exclusivism, religious pluralism, truth,
justification, salvation
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Which Religious Pluralism? Which Religious
Exclusivism?
SayyedAli Talegani®

John Hick probably has played the main role in establishing the
debate on diversity of religions at last decades. He has
distinguished three rival branches on the subject, i.e. pluralism,
exclusivism and inclusivism, and tried to defend the first. His
core idea and his arguments are not so much clear and
unfortunately the literature after him inherited ambiguous
problem, ambiguous ideas and ambiguous arguments.
"Religious pluralism" can be read at least in three logically
independent forms: religious pluralism in truth, in justification
and in salvation. Each one of these three independent readings
of religious pluralism that in the following, | call them
respectively in abbreviate: TRP, JRP and SRP contrast with one
of the three logically independent readings of religious
exclusivism, which | call them respectively in the following in
abbreviate: TRE, JRE and SRE. Logically it seemes that some
readings of religious pluralism, i.e. TRP, JRP and SRP, can be
converged and integrated with some other non-contrasting
readings of religious exclusivism, i.e. TRE, JRE and SRE. In
the first part of this paper, after illustration of each TRP, JRP
and SRP readings and their rivals, i.e. TRE, JRE and SRE, |
show that each one of the three forms of religious pluralism is
logically independent of another as like as each one of the three

1 - Assistant Professor, Center of Akhund Khorasani of IPC, Iran,
sayyedalitalegani@gmail.com.
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On the Knowability Asymmetry of Theism
Zeinab Salari'
Ebrahim Azadegan®

If the practical benefits of truly believing in God far outweigh
the practical costs of falsely believing in God, then the available
arguments, testimonies or experiences regarding divine
existence are enough for belief in God to be warranted. Through
this line of reasoning which is an integration of Pascal's wager
and pragmatic encroachment (a thesis on the stand of
pragmatics in epistemology) one can conclude that theistic
knowledge is far easier to come by than its atheistic counterpart
since it requires weaker justificatory support than atheism. In
this paper we would try to criticize this claim known as the
knowability asymmetry concerning theistic knowledge. We
suggest that instead of laying the emphasis on pragmatic
encroachment, what should be prioritized is moral
encroachment. This maneuver can also provide a better route
for facing the challenge of the many Gods objection concerning
Pascal’s wager. In conclusion we support an axiological
asymmetry between theism and atheism rather than a
knowability asymmetry between them.

Key words: Pragmatic Arguments, Pragmatic Encroachment,
Religious Beliefs, William James, Anti-Theism

1 - PhD Philosophy of Religion, IHCS, Iran, salarizeinab@yahoo.com.
2 - Assistant professor, Sharif University, Iran, ebrahimazadegan@gmail.com.
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by empirical observation of certain facts about religious
diversity, is that (e) some rational and inculpable non-
acceptance of the Islamic belief exists. Now (d) explicitly
contradicts (e) and this contraction is what Aijaz calls ‘The
Islamic Problem of Religious Diversity.” In the second section
of his paper, Aijaz examines what he takes as ‘a standard
Islamic response’ to the problem and argues that this response
falls short of providing a plausible solution. In this paper I try to
show some flows in Aijaz argument. | argue that the notion of
‘availability of an epistemic justification to everyone’ is totally
ambiguous and may have a strong as well as a weak
interpretation. According to the strong interpretation, however,
(a) is not entailed by the Islamic theology and according to the
weak interpretation, (a) does not entail (b) and thus there would
not be any contradictions to worry about. | also argue that, pace
Aijaz, the truth of (e) cannot reasonably grounded in our
observation of mere empirical facts about religious diversity.
Keywords: Islamic theology, religious diversity, epistemic
justification, religious belief.
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On The Islamic Problem of Religious Diversity
Mohammad Saeedimehr*

In his paper ‘The Islamic Problem of Religious Diversity’,
Imran Aijaz writes about a problem concerning the view of the
traditional Islamic theology on religious diversity. The problem
consists in the attempt to reconcile two claims that are in fact
inconsistent. The first claim, entailed by the traditional Islamic
theology, is that ‘there is no rational and inculpable non-
acceptance of the Islamic belief. By the “Islamic belief” he
means the belief in the existence of God and the Prophethood of
Muhammad. In order to show how the traditional Islamic
theology entails the first claim, Aijaz has a long way to go.
According to him, the views that the Islamic belief is a natural
disposition (fitrah) for all human beings alongside the Qur’anic
arguments for the existence and oneness of God and the
argument for the miraculous nature of the Qur’an altogether
entail that (a) there is very strong epistemic justification for the
Islamic belief available to everyone, and (a), in its turn, suggest
that (b) there is little or no epistemic justification available to
people for holding beliefs that are incompatible with the Islamic
belief. According to the Qur’an, Aijaz states, (a) and (b) entail
that (c) all cases where people do not accept the Islamic belief
constitute irrational and culpable rejection. Eventually we are
said that (c) implies that (d) there is no rational and inculpable
non-acceptance of the Islamic belief. The second claim, entailed

1 - Professor of Tarbiat Modares University, Iran, saeedimehr@yahoo.com.
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will be elucidated in the present study. It concludes that a valid
form of arguing from diversity can be developed, and that
Majlisi, who has combined two particular cases of arguing from
diversity in his reasoning (one argument from the diverse views
among Islamic scholars, and one from the beliefs of adherents
of different religions), has presented a sound argument.
Additionally, the fact that Majlisi has drawn on Islamic
scholars’ accounts of certain Christian and Jewish beliefs,
indicates a particular pluralistic view as a hidden basis for his
argument, namely that Christianity and Judaism are originally
divine and therefore contain some truths.

Keywords: Majlisi, Theology, Metaphysics, World’s Creation,
Islam, Religious Diversity
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Arguing from Diversity: The Case of Allameh Majlisi’s
Argument for the Creation of the World
Mostaan Sabet"

Mohammad Kazem Askari’

In the first chapter (bab) of “the Book of Heaven and World”
(Kitab al-sama’ wa al-"‘alam), one of the books of his major
hadith compendium, i.e. Bikar al- anwar, Majlisi has gathered
hadiths on the subject of “the world’s creation” (hudiit al-
‘alam). After presenting numerous hadiths, Majlisi has
incorporated a comprehensive analysis of the issue into this
chapter. Part of this investigation is dedicated to discussing
different views on the matter, at the end of which he presents
one of his reasons for the world being created in a paragraph.
This study focuses on this very argument: he argues that since
many Islamic scholars, those in agreement as well as those in
disagreement with his general religious doctrine (al-mufalif va
al-mu’alif), hold that the authorities of all three religions
(Carbab al-milal al-talaf), i.e. Islam, Christianity and Judaism,
believe in the world’s creation and ascribe it to God, it is
concluded that God has in fact revealed that the world was
created. In the present study we aim to reconstruct this
argument and evaluate it, according to both form and premises,
using philosophical approaches as well as historical ones. The
premises are quotes from different Islamic scholars, and the
form is implicitly explained in the aforementioned paragraph, as

1 - PhD student of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, University of Tehran,
Iran, mostaan.sabet@gmail.com.
2 - Qom Seminary, Iran, mirzakazemaskari@gmail.com.
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alterity takes on a new dimension. While the other may indeed
have qualities we do not understand, recognizing the unknown
in both the other and the self leads to a commonality between
the two. Whereas the alterity theorists focus on whether or not
we can extend the traits we find in ourselves to the other, |
suggest that we ought to view the dilemma from the opposite
perspective. The question changes from “Which of my
religion’s qualities can I ascribe to another religion?” to “Are
there traits in my tradition that | do not understand even as |
condemn the unknown of another religion?” In this new
perspective, the goal of discourse and establishing identities is
not to control or be able to manipulate. Rather, engagement
leads into greater insights about both the other religion and ours
that move towards unity. The drive for power through
knowledge turns against itself when one recognizes the
Unknown inherent in himself. This paradox, that through our
undefined or recognized qualities we are the same as the other,
leads to true unity. Indeed, proper religion itself embodies this
beautiful uncertainty.

Keywords: alterity, similarity, plurality, unity.
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The Problem of Religious Pluralism; A Problem of
Alterity or Similarity
Rasoul Rasoulipour

While dominant literature in philosophy of religion on the
problem of religious pluralism is focused on alterity and
otherness, there are philosophers who argue that due to our
weak ability to understand our own religion, the other religion
becomes most problematic when it is too-much-like-ours. For
these philosophers, the problem is not alterity but similarity.
That is, since the definition of one religion comes from
comparisons to other religions, defining our own tradition as
unique becomes problematic when the other tradition is not
obviously so different. This tension, Johnathan Smith asserts,
creates identity issues. Curtis Freeman, however, offers a
powerful alternative to Smith’s assertions. He writes that an
account of alterity is needed wherein “otherness is not simply
the mirror image of the regnant ideology but something
radically other. Only from such a standpoint of radical otherness
can there be the leverage to subvert the structures of
representation and domination.” In this paper, I suggest that
such radical perspectives fall under the category of “totalizing
rationality.” We encounter the unknown constantly; we learn
about foreign cultures on media, meet new people in the
society, and we recognize new thoughts and emotions inside
ourselves. The unknown is not merely foreign cultures or
separate religions. Through recognizing that the known and
unknown are not merely the self and the other, respectively,

1 - Associate professor, Kharazmi University, Iran, rrasoulipour@gmail.com.
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Ihwan As-safa and the Philosophy of Unity
Detlev Quintern®

Ihwan as-safa lived and worked in the middle of the 10. Century
in present-day Iran, lrag and Syria. The brothers and sisters of
purity, here understood in the sense of pure, sincere and
transparent (Arabic = safa) — authored an extensive
encyclopedia of sciences in Arabic which had been spreading
soon after being published to Al-Andalus on the Iberian
Peninsula. The work is based on an ethic that overcomes
Avristotelian dualism in the image of human-beingness. On the
basis of Pythagoras, the collective developed a philosophy of
the unity of life. The principle of unity of everything-there-is-
alive is extended to the unity of worldviews, beliefs and
philosophically (philosophy of numbers) deduced. Against this
background, potentials of Islamically embedded philosophy
point the way towards unity in diversity, a harmonious
understanding of plurality when it comes the unity of different
ways of thinking and acting. lhwan as-safa are not only of
importance for the history of philosophy and ideas, but give
contemporary debates in philosophy, science and society an
important impetus for polylogical and universalist ethics
beyond pluralistic differentiations and alienations. In the
context of debates on religious diversity, lhwan as-safa are
particularly of actual importance.

Keywords: Ihwan As-safa, unity, religious diversity.

1 - Assistant Professor, Turkish-German  University, Turkey,
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specific religion, when the religious guides encourage them to
make communication kindly and with no disgust, they are able
to exhibit the capacity of empathizing to eliminate radical
reactions encounter with others who are not on the same page
with them especially in crucial religious beliefs.

Keywords: Empathy, religion, interfaith dialogue, religious
leaders.
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Interfaith Dialogue is Necessary but not enough: the
Role of Empathy beyond the Interfaith Dialogue
Zohrehsadat Naji*

During recent centuries several meetings and conferences have
been held by the heads of faith around the globe to make the
world more peaceful and better place for living through
dialogue with different cults and sects. However, still tragic
news being reported occasionally which they have been
attributed to religious individuals. Conversely, the strength and
the authority of religions should have been considered by
knowing the powerful influence of them and the loyalty which
their followers have. Even though the strives of religious
leaders have been appreciated in the keynote of religious
diversity, 1 will explain, humankind needs something more than
these kinds of dialogues on theoretical debates, toward the more
meaningful and productive one, to make the world endurable
through sustainable peace. Now, it is empathy’s turn to do its
role by giving man’s hand to compensate the lack of care and
compassion. To do this, | will clarify the notion of empathy
Moreover, it is important to know how an individual should
conduct to be an empathic person. Then, I would like to show
the role of empathy as a skill and its relation to religion.
Furthermore, 1 will explain empathy at both leaders’ and
individuals’ levels. For the first group, empathizing is
appropriate to assist them to avoid unfairly judgments on the
other religions and for the latter, who are sincere followers in a

1 - PhD, Young Researchers and Elites Club, Science and Research Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Iran. zohrehsadat.naji@gmail.com.
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his book about friendship he writes a chapter about "The Role
of Dialogue and Friendship in Cross-cultural Understanding”.
In his valedictory book he points to ‘interfaith friendships’ as a
new kind of friendship in the upcoming times.  In my view, I
just add to Burrell that it is not just friendships which build up
cross cultural understanding, but it is also philosophy of
religion (where Plato and Aristotle are the common
philosophical ground of all the Abrahamic religions) which can
build up friendships. I say this because 1 had already
experienced how much communism was a powerful philosophy
that was able to make people of very different cultural/national
backgrounds become friends. Has the Aristotelian ideal of
friendship to be modified and improved today, when strong new
nationalistic movements are emerging and claiming their
concern for the preservation of religious identity?

Keywords: David Burrell, philosophical theology, interfaith
dialogue, Aristotle's theory of friendship in a pluralistic world.
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Philosophical Theology, Aristotelian Friendship and
Heilsgeographie: the Legacy of David Burrell for
Interfaith Dialogue
Cosimo Franco Manni*

David Burrell wrote: “The medieval precedents I discovered:
Avicenna, Maimonides (and later, al-Ghazali), with Aquinas,
revealed how our traditions had long been engaged in
significant exchange, however indirect, and carried out when
the climate for interfaith relations was far less propitious /.../ If
the “village atheist” served over the centuries to awaken
believers from their dogmatic slumber, today it is “other-
believers” who challenge each of us to a more mature and
articulate rendition of our respective traditions”. Interfaith
friendship might be the new emerging embodiment of the ideal
of friendship, which applies specifically to our era of
globalisation. In his book on Old Testament's Job Burrell
compares it with Augustine’s Confessions and writes: “the most
striking disanalogy lies in the presence of friends with
Augustine at key points in his life, along with his realizing their
indispensability for his own journey”. Because around Job,
instead, there were not helpful friends. In his autobiographical
sketch David Burrell writes about his life in Jerusalem: his
change from “American optimism” into “enduring hope” and
the truth of what was found by Oscar Cullman:
“Heilsgeographie (Salvation Geography) is every bit as
constructive as Heilsgeschichte (Salvation History)”. And in

1 - Professor of Philosophy, Liceo Leonardo (Brescia), Italy,
endorester@gmail.com.
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philology, it is in the fact that the west has labeled Buddhism,
instead a ‘Buddha-ism’ must be uncovered. A categorization of
a plethora into a singular has occurred that forces an unfair
relationship. This multiplicitous thought has been relegated into
a religious conceptualization molded out of an inherently
Christian system. Without escaping this colonial ‘ism-ization’
Buddhist thought cannot escape a conceptual narrowing. The
very term ‘Buddhism’ must be deconstructed. In finality, |
utilize Nancy’s own comments on Buddhism, as well as, his de-
construction of Christianity to re-situate where Buddhism
should lie in Nancy’s religious topography as a realized entity.
Furthermore, allowing Buddhism to break out of the ‘ism-
ization” Western thought has entrapped it in. Finally, once
freed, Buddhist thought is free to draw parallels to Nancy’s
thought. Showcasing the familial resemblance between ideas
existing outside the Western tradition and within.

Keywords: Jean-Luc Nancy, Buddhism, Deconstruction.
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Jean-Luc Nancy and ‘Ism-izing’ of Buddha
Ruel Mannette'

Jean-Luc Nancy is a prominent voice in the contemporary
French philosophical tradition. One of Nancy’s most prominent
topics of engagement is his dialogue with religion. Yet despite
his work within deconstruction his engagement with religion is
ultimately still grounded in a western logos. The goal of this
work is to enunciate a mutually beneficial engagement between
Buddhism and Jean-Luc Nancy’s work on religion. Religion as
a word participates in a fundamentally western philology. In the
work of Jean-Luc Nancy he has engaged this philology and
tradition enacting a dis-enclosure of Christianity and his work
within a-theology navigating the Christian religious landscape.
Yet despite his groundbreaking work a fundamental ‘trace’ of
Christianity flavors his corpus. Nancy’s work on religion
acknowledges but does not fully embrace Buddhism. Buddhism
as the non-religion in his religious topography is only a partial
and ultimately western placeholder for Buddhism’s own
historio-cultural depth. What does it mean for a ‘Religion’ to be
built without a theistic placeholder? This progress from
Christianity to Humanism in the west is mapped with respect to
other forms of Monotheism in Nancy’s work but doesn’t
address the non-theistic primacy in Buddhist practices. This
difference in being of Buddhism’s ontology pleads for new
conceptualizations in religious deconstruction. Returning to

1 - Master, KU Leuven, Belgium, ruelalexander.mannette@student.kuleuven.be.
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Interpretation and Pluralism
Mohsen Javadi

I will prove that we cannot use the possibility of different
interpretations to prove the legitimacy of religious pluralism. Every
person can have a religious experience with his own interpretation, but
to have a religious experience is not sufficient for being Christian or
Muslim, since one needs to be committed to a particular revelation.
Revelation is not only the point of departure for a religious journey,
but also provides the vehicle to arrive at the end. Being religious is not
rooted in a vague experience of the transcendent, rather it originates in
a detailed knowledge of human need for divine guidance. This means
that although we can have different interpretations of revelation, it is
not the case that all of them need be legitimate, because that would
render revelation a function of our understanding and thereby
undermine its authority. Although Christians and Muslims both hold
that the person of Jesus (peace be with him) is himself God’s Word
and revelation, they also affirm that revelation is found in scripture. In
order for scripture to provide guidance, its teachings must be
presented in language that can be understood by those to whom it is
addressed. The limits of human understanding of language must be
assumed to have been taken into consideration by our omniscient God
so that the revelation can be sufficient for salvation. We must observe
the rules of language carefully to understand the message, and hence
we are not permitted to interpret the message to fit any arbitrary
conception of religion that one may desire. Such restrictions on
legitimate interpretation in the light of the rules of our language
prevent a pluralistic attitude toward religious faith.

Keywords: Interpretation, Religious Pluralism, Revelation.
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salvation. Imam Khomeini has repeatedly stated this in his
statements and writings: "I hope there is a party called the"
Party of the mostaz'afs "all over the world And all the
oppressed join together in this party and eliminate the problems
that are in the way of the oppressed and revolt against the
“Mostakbers” of the East and West. It is worth noting that in
seeking to find similarities should not overlook the fundamental
differences between Western inclusivism and the Imam
Khomeini’s inclusiveness, such as differences in finding
genuine criterion of human separation, true instances of
complete religion, and so on.

Keywords: Imam Khomeini, inclusivism, estez’af, estekbar
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Imam Khomeini as an Inclusivist: Religious and
Philosophical and Mystical Foundations
Seyyed Rasoul Hosseini Navaz*

Seyyed Mahdi Sarkhan?

The extreme "exclusivism" theory of the Church, on the issue of
salvation was criticized by the "Inclusivism". Similarly the
doctrine of Imam Khomeini that is against the extremist
exclusivism of the Shiite religion, in many ways resembles the
attitude of the Inclusivists. Mentioned system of thought, with
its interpretation of "Estez’af and Estekbar" (two ignorant
Quranic terms) and emphasis on the concept of justice, opposes
the idea of separation between nations based on religion or sects
and insists on their statement, recognizes Imam Ali's true
believers far more widely than the few Shiites in the world. And
it extends the circle of righteousness to all the justice-seekers of
the world. In other words, the thinkers of the Islamic Revolution
of Iran, headed by Imam Khomeini by replacing the criterion of
separation of humanity from the identity card to idea of
mutuality of oppressor and oppressed (religious foundation) and
believing in the degrees of existence (philosophical foundation)
and finally, changing the standard of faith from the statement to
esoteric resemblance to the perfect human (mystical
Foundation), they have introduced a kind of inclusiveness in the
recognition of the righteous who are the main owners of

1 - PhD student of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Imam Sadeq University,
Iran, s.r.hosseininavaz@gmail.com.
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exclusive manifestation of that absolute that reveals itself info
different forms, that is relative absolute. In this paper, I will also
explain Quran’s attitude toward other religions, The Quranic
approach toward the divine prophets and scriptures according to
Quranic verses and exegeses.

Keywords: the Real, plurality of faiths, Quran, Islam.



8" International Conference on Contemporay Philosophy of Religion 14

Islam and the Others
Seyed Hassan Hosseini*

Based on Islamic and Quranic texts and contexts, | will be
attempting to prove that since the Real manifests itself in
different forms, and since religion in this assumption is
perfectly divine, all religions are considered as the diverse
crystallizations of the ultimate divine religion. Thus, the
uniqueness of religion and plurality of faiths are not only
contrary, but also integral to each other, since diversity is
intended and willed by God. Upon these Quranic exegeses, |
believe that God initiated various religions as the diverse forms
of religion in order to reveal the different aspects of the unique
religion in the societies. This principle could be called unity in
diversity and diversity in unity, which has played a crucial role
in Islamic philosophy and Quranic understanding. Accordingly,
two important Quranic principles with regard to this issue will
be explained and then two meanings of pluralism, pluralism in
truthfulness and pluralism in salvation, will be concluded. First
is the Quran’s explicit endorses on the University of God’s
revelation, which shows a significant part in the Islamic
understanding of other religions. This implies the validity of all
divine religions and consequently the veridical diversity of
truthfulness among all religions. Secondly and more
importantly is the Quranic emphasis on the uniqueness of
religion, which signifies that each religion (divine religion) is an

1 - Professor, Department of Philosophy of Science, Sharif University of
Technology, hoseinih@sharif.edu.
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Religious Diversity form A Non-Metaphysical
Approach to God
Hans-Christian Giinther*

Religion is a very problematic term. The word has a history from the
pagan ancient religion to the completely different Christian religiosity
and became imposed by the metaphysical religion of Greek
philosophy. But metaphysics is not a common ground for all cultures
and this is in contrast with religion’s conception of God which is a
universal truth. Natural science is nowadays the legitimate heir of
metaphysics and presents itself as universal too. In trying to
understand the relation between these two universal truths, we should
say that they belong to two different realms; natural science is factual
and, so to speak, external, while on the other hand God is internal.
God is not only experienced internally in his presence but we cannot
avoid experiencing him in his absence: we do so most acutely in
encountering suffering and mortality. Through these experiences we
understand our imperfection and insufficiency of factual truth.
Adopting a factual approach to suffering and mortality cannot explain
the human condition, and although it can serve us to some degree by
its functionality, it cannot show the direction of our lives. So, factual
truth must be supplemented by a more universal truth that can give the
human a direction as a whole, and God is that truth. So, we come
close to God by abandoning factual truth, and realizing that God is
everywhere in our lives, even in his absence. By understanding God
form this perspective, he is presence in all our life through his
absence.

Keywords: Religion, Metaphysics, God, Natural Science, Silence.

1 - Professor of philology, Albert Ludwig University in Freiburg,
hcg2804@googlemail.com.



8" International Conference on Contemporay Philosophy of Religion 12

Judaically Orthoprax, | demonstrate the ways in which identity
was fluid and less monolithic than conceived of today by
contemporary Orthodox Jewish and Muslim communities. This
is one of multiple movements and moments neglected in
Muslim and Jewish historical memory. My goal is to have
insular branches of Muslim and Jewish communities recognize
and teach about shared history and relationship. Such study will
positively impact the field of interreligious dialogue, which
tends to lean towards universalization and oversimplification of
relationships.

Keywords: historical memory, interreligious dialogue, Muslim-
Jewish Relations, Isawiyya.
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Semi-permeable Identities
Basya Gartenstein®
The historical relationship between Jews and Muslims has been
romanticized and demonized inside and outside of scholarship.
Such misconceptions are often based on projections of present
grievances into the past, or the insertion of historical hopes for a
better future. Neither paradigm properly portrays these groups,
nor both, thereby contribute to warped understandings of the
relationship. The characterization of Muslim-Jewish relations
has gone through many stages: from the “cultural borrowing
and influence” coined by scholars such as Shlomo Pines and
Abraham Geiger, to the notion of “symbiosis,” defined by
scholars such as S.D. Goitein and Steven Wasserstrom as two
distinct groups having a mutually beneficial effect on one
another. Echoing the critique of Aaron Hughes, | reject the
notion that a fully formed Judaism influenced emergent Islam in
the 6-7th century, followed by a static Islam impacting Judaism
in al-Andalus in the 12th century. Muslim and Jewish identity
were heterogenous and constantly morphing through a shared
context. | call this relationship “semi-permeable” rather than
symbiotic, as both groups were in flux. Though Hughes
criticizes the use of biological terms to characterize Muslim-
Jewish relations, [ argue that the term “semi-permeable” weaves
together the early Islamic history and text in a manner that can
inform comparative theology, pastoral care, and interreligious
studies. By investigating the Isawiyya, an 8-11th century
messianic Jewish sect that was Islamically Orthodox and

1 - Master, Yale University, USA, basya.gartenstein@yale.edu.
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opportunities for comparison, dialogue, and collaboration.
Secondly, considering that these theodicies have a rich ethical
(rather than theological) dimension, they reflect deep values of
different religious traditions. Therefore, hoping for a global
ethic, greater theodicies are among the main resources. Thirdly,
both believers and non-believers might find some of such
theodicies helpful. On the one hand, these theodicies are
developed in (and indeed strengthen) a non-religious moral
framework, common to both sides. On the other hand, these
theodicies explore the values of our world. Regardless of their
success in defending theism, such theodicies can provide
insights about the world and help to make sense of at least some
of its evils and appreciate some of its values.

Key Words: Theodicy, Mere Means Principle, Pauline
Principle, Religious Dialogue, Global Ethic.
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Greater Good Theodicies and Common Grounds for
Dialogue
Seyyed Mohsen Eslami®

A class of responses to the problem of evil attempt to propose a
greater good in order to show how the evils are necessary for
that greater good to obtain and, thus, they are not pointless.
Soul-making, freedom, developing care, or freely coming back
to God are among the proposed greater goods. Objecting to this
strategy, it is argued that no greater good theodicy can ever be
successful since it is morally impermissible to use people as
mere means (The Mere Means Principle). Similarly, ends do not
justify means (The Pauline Principle). Consequently, it is not
morally permissible to harm people to produce a greater good.
Therefore, the objection goes, even if there are greater goods
that are dependent on the existence of evils, this does not justify
a knowledgeable, powerful, good God to allow such evils. In
this regard, | explore two questions. First, is this objection
against greater good theodicies successful? It seems that there
are counter-examples for the two aforementioned principles, yet
it is not clear whether they are analogous to the case about God.
Second, even if the objection works, should we stop developing
greater good theodicies and merely neglect them? | suggest a
negative answer. Firstly, the problem of evil is a problem faced
by humanity and discussed in different religious traditions. In a
sense, there is a collective effort to face this problem. Being an
important class of such efforts, greater good theodicies provide

1 - PhD. Postdoctoral Researcher, Philosophy Department, Tarbiat Modares
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Rumi’s Perspective on Multiplicity of Religions
Ghorban Elmi*

As a Muslim and Persian mystic, Rumi has acquired extensive recognition,
mainly for his spiritual teachings. This article examines his perspective
on diversity of religions. He embraces the existence of different
religions and presents a number of arguments about diversity of
religions: According to his attitude to unity of existence, Rumi believes
that the essence of existence is the same, as all that exists is created by
God,; therefore we should not deny the existence of different religions.
Rumi argues that the essence of all religions is the same; "Ahmad's
name is the name of all prophets". Since the beloved is only one, religions
are nothing but the same. While Islam is the most comprehensive religion,
other God-initiated religions are also considered to include at least
elements of truth. Humankind has an innate and primordial religion,
and different religions can be seen as developments from that
primordial religion. God’s religion is as light and religions are like
lamps. The lamps are different but the nature of the light and its
source is the same. All religions are as waves of the ocean of Unity.
Religion is one, but it has many dimensions. There is some truth in any
religion, and can help an individual to discover himself or herself and
his or her relationship to God. Differences of religions are the results
of divine design. God has willed that His religion be manifested in the
different ‘paths’, in the guise of ‘different’ religions through which He
has called upon humanity to recognize His Lordship over all creatures.
Therefore, Rumi invites followers of diverse religions to have a
peaceful coexistence and respect for each other’s human spiritual
experiences.

Keywords: Rumi, Multiplicity of religions, Light.
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religion? Based on Riceour’s thought, especially on his analysis
of the parables of the Gospel, | will show how religion is not a
mere ideological framework, which can perfectly vary from one
religion to the other, but something that appeals to every
believer as living in a specific historical and social context.
Thus, every religion, despite their differences, allows us to
respond to some common and characteristic problems from our
historical and social context, for instance, violence. All in all,
the aim of interreligious dialogue would be to respond to some
common problems stemming from our historical context and to
contribute to the creation of a peaceful common world.
Keywords: interreligious dialogue, peace, Merleau-Ponty,
Ricoeur.
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What is the Scope of Interreligious Dialogue?
Veronica Cibotaru®

The aim of my talk is to reflect on the scope of interreligious
dialogue. In order to accomplish my goal, I will tackle two
issues: firstly, I distinguish interreligious dialogue from what it
is not supposed to be; secondly, | outline what I consider to be
the scope of this dialogue. In the first part of my presentation, |
trace the difference between authentic interreligious and two
different inauthentic modalities: a mere comparison of different
religions, and a mere non-violent coexistence between several
religions. | will ground these differences on the basis of the
definition of dialogue which Merleau-Ponty gives in his work
Phenomenology of perception, according to which dialogue is
that from which a common world can arise. The problem with
the mere comparison of different religions, even when it entails
respect for other religions, as well as the non-violent
coexistence between religions is that, by themselves, these
alternatives do not allow to create a common world. Instead of
this, they can transform other religions, in the best case, into a
mere object of curiosity, and, in the worst case, into an object of
indifference. In the second part of my presentation, | will
examine the paradoxical question of how interreligious dialogue
can create a common world. This question is paradoxical since
it seems that every religion entails a particular and totalizing
vision of the world. Therefore, does not creating a common
world entail also abandoning the perspective of my own

1 - PhD student in Philosophy, University Paris-Sorbonne, France,
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the linguistic-communicative commitment, because we are born
as individual but to become a person is a social and moral
process, and according with Ikeda, “we do this by immersion in
the ocean of language and dialogue fed by the springs of
cultural tradition". However, according to Oriental tradition,
Ikeda puts another kind of relation at the core of the dialectical
process of personal and moral emancipation: this is the mentor-
disciple relationship. lkeda says: “In contemporary society,
most essential to managing our highly sophisticated knowledge
base are an evolved wisdom, ethics and the strength of character
to discipline the self. To this end, | believe that a humanistic
education is vitally important ... Nothing is more detrimental
than an education that lacks the intention to cultivate one’s
character".

Keywords: global civilization, intercultural dialogue,
education.
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Daisaku Ikeda’s Buddhist Perspective on Interreligious
Dialogue
Vinicio Busacchi*

Daisaku Ikeda’s interreligious humanism is strongly intertwined
with Nichiren Daishonin’s reformed Buddhism — Japanese saint
who lived in the thirteenth century — and the history of Soka
Gakkai, that is a religious international movement of about 13
million people in 192 countries across the world (and Ikeda is
its honorary president). From the perspective of the philosophy
of peace, lkeda’s conceptions go in parallel with the ideas of
global citizenship, education to the culture of human rights,
intercultural dialogue and mutual recognition. For Ikeda, the
idea of global civilization constitutes the new horizon of action
and realisation for humanity. It is a challenge and a cultural
gamble in itself, which is simultaneously intercultural,
multicultural, confessional, inter-confessional, international,
inter-popular, moral and spiritual. Recognition, commitment
and dialogue are the three key-concepts of Tkeda’s humanism
which aims to secure pace, culture and education. These three
concepts are mutually connected. In fact, if we wish to create an
epoch of peace through active commitment and dialogue we
need recognition; at the same time, to create an epoch of culture
commitment and recognition we need dialogue; and, finally, to
create an epoch of education through dialogue and mutual
recognition, we need commitment. In a certain way, the primary
source of this circular movement is the educational process or

1 - Associate Professor, University of Cagliari, Italy, busacchi@unica.it.
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Sufi Views by Nasimi
Vugar Ahmed"

In this article are studied Nasimi’s religious-philosophical opinions.
Seid Imadeddin Nasimi has benefited from the Holy Quran, which is
the source of our life, human development program and source of
guidance throughout his whole creative activity. To refer to only holy
verses of the Quran is the main line of his creativity. During the Soviet
period Nasimi's "Philosophy of the Truth" was faced about on the
basis of the demands of the atheism ideology. Of course, the structure
was based on the atheism, so literary researchers who loves and study
Nasimi analysed the great poet's creativity in this direction. Otherwise,
they could not bring Nasimi’s creativity to future generations. Surely
the time passed, the truth has found its way out, prohibitions were
ended in the field of science as well as in other areas, at the same time
everything began to look like it were and the truth in Nasimi’s
creativity appeared. New scientific works on Nasimi emerged, and our
scientists began to characterize Nasimi's creativity, reflecting the truth.
Everyone began to approach Nasimi’s creative work in a specific way,
and all of this contributes to the revealing of Nasimi's artistic heritage
codes. Nasimi’s poetic skill was based on his absolute, sincere faith to
God and his power. This belief and love to God enlightened and
clarified his thinking. Love to God is everything for Nasimi. The poet
does not want anything except God. His miraculous poems are a
reflection of a particular mood: In that case, God's love was dominated
by his entire existence, enlightened his mind and inspiration, and
motivated his thought.

Keywords: "Koran", Ahl al-Bayt, hurufism, ghazal, aruz.
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any approval or legitimacy to what we nowadays call terrorism.
Nor indeed is there any evidence of the use of terrorism as it is
practiced nowadays."Islam stresses the necessity of fighting
against the People of the Scripture, but under what conditions?
Who do not oppress Muslims, or try to convert Muslims by
force from their religion, or expel them from their lands, or
wage war against them, or prepare for attacks against them.
According to Sufi approach Islam is actually purification of
mind and soul to facilitate everyone without discrimination of
religion, cast and community. Pakistan is the country where
different religious communities are living together and have
equal rights according to constitution of Pakistan. In recent
time’s incidents of violence against other minorities increased
in numbers. | have evaluated this situation its causes solution in
Islamic perspective.

Keywords: Islam, Pluralism, minorities, Pakistan, peace,
tolerance
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Religious Pluralism and Religious Persecution: a Study
of Minorities Rights in Pakistan
Muhammad Umar riaz Abbasi*

Religious pluralism can be defined as "respecting the otherness
of others". Freedom of religion encompasses all religions acting
within the law in a particular region. This was a common
historical attitude prior to the Enlightenment, and has appeared
as governmental policy into the present day under systems like
Afghanistan's Taliban regime, which destroyed the ancient
Buddhas of Bamyan. While some claim that religious pluralism
is controversial in Islam, Islamic civilizations have been
characterized as one of the most religiously pluralist. The
acceptability of religious pluralism within Islam remains a topic
of active debate; however the vast majority of Islamic scholars
and historical evidences reveal Islam's commitment to no
coercion in religion, supporting pluralism. Bernard Lewis
presents some of his conclusions about Islamic culture, Shari'a
law, jihad, and the modern day phenomenon of terrorism in his
text, Islam: The Religion and the People. He writes of jihad as
a distinct "religious obligation", but suggests that "it is a pity"
that people engaging in terrorist activities are not more aware of
their own religion: Muslim fighters are commanded not to kill
women, children, or the aged unless they attack first; not to
torture or otherwise ill-treat prisoners; to give fair warning of
the opening of hostilities or their resumption after a truce; and
to honor agreements. At no time did the classical jurists offer
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