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Is God of the Quran Absolutely Good?

Ferhat Yoney!

Attributes of God which are related to moral goodness are important for
God-Man Relation. In classical theism, God is known to be as absolutely
good. He is loving, just, compassionate and generous. One aspect of this
issue is the god figure in sacred texts and with the impact of 9/11 it is
debated frequently whether God of the Quran is absolutely good or triggers
immorality. In this paper firstly, | will evaluate some criticisms to the
Quran on the ground that God of the Quran is arbitrary and not absolutely
good. Within that scope, | will consider some criticisms of Christian
apologists against |slam based on the Quran.

Secondly, | will argue that the Quran, in this way Islam is better suited to
our moral intuitions or common sensical moral ideas and in this way to
moral realism than the Bible and other theistic traditions namely Judaism
and Christianity. | will try to accomplish that firstly by comparing the case
known as "Abraham’s case” which is mentioned in Genesis, the first book
of Old Testament and in 37" sura of the Quran. | will do that by taking into
consideration some interpretations and evaluating both these parts of
scriptures. In addition to Abraham's case, secondly, | will evaluate a
specific case in the Quran which is mentioned in 18" sura. Thisis the case
of man known in Islamic tradition as ‘Hizir who is believed to be an
immortal person who comesin time of need.

Keywords: Divine Goodness, Divine Love, the Quran, Abraham's Case.

1 Member of Philosophy Department at Istanbul Medeniyet University, Istanbul, Turkey,
(ferhatyoney@gmail.com).
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Finding the Hidden God: Paley vs. Tindal & Schellenberg on

Divine Hiddenness

Michael Blaine Willenborg*

In his Christianity as Old as the Creation, Deist Matthew Tindal argues
that if Christianity were true, it would be believed by all sincere
individuals. In his A View of the Evidences of Christianity, William Paley
advances severa considerations in reply; first, he notes that, with respect to
the state of the world in general, one can always wonder why things aren’t
better than they are. However, this isn’t sufficient to convince the deists
that God doesn’t exist. By parallel reasoning, deists such as Tinda
shouldn’t think that merely because things could be better vis-avis the
proportion of Christians to sincere non-Christians in the world, Christianity
is thereby impugned. Second, he contends that the presence of irresistible
proof of the Christian religion would preclude the achievement of certain
divine goals for human beings. In what follows | detail these replies to
Tindal, and show how they can be updated to answer the contemporary
hiddenness argument of J. L. Schellenberg. Specifically, | argue that
Paley’s first reply should be construed as an attempt to show that the
problem of divine hiddenness can be reduced either to the problem of evil,
or to something near enough, so that a complete answer to the problem of
evil would suffice for it as well. In terms of Paley’s second reply, I suggest
that the notion of haecceities can be deployed to argue that, for al we
know, God isn’t able to shorten the length of time it takes for individuals to
seek and find him.

Keywords: Divine Hiddenness, Problem of evil, Theodicy.

! Western Michigan University (graduate student); (michael .b.willenborg@wmich.edu).
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Value Experience and the Problem of Evil

Ralph Stefan Weir*

We can divide theodicies into different kinds. The free will response
implicit in Genesis; the privation response of Plotinus and Augustine and
the best-possible-world response of Leibniz. In this paper | discuss what
might be called the aporetic response. According to the aporetic response,
the problem of evil strikes us as overwhelming, but it does so only because
of the limitedness of human minds. Examples of the aporetic response
include Dean Zimmerman’s sceptical theism, or Fr Paneloux’s position in
Camus’ novel The Plague. | begin by arguing on independent grounds for
the thesis that our experience of value is, in an important respect,
aspectually shaped (a term used by Tim crane, Peter Singer, and others in
the philosophy of perception). This hypothesis may be of use in
understanding manifold phenomena including political disputes, aesthetic
and cultural disagreements, and sociological occurrences. It can also be
used to provide the framework for a novel aporetic theodicy. This is an
aporetic theodicy because it says that the problem of evil will strike us as
overwhelming, but only because of the limitedness of human minds, thus
accepting our epistemic position as one of partial aporia. It is a novel
proposal because, where other aporetic theodicies focus on what we
normally think of as cognitive limitations, the present suggestion appeals to
limitations on our emotive capacity. For related reasons the position for
which | argue need not compete with traditional theodicies such as those
mentioned above, but performs crucial work in reconciling any theodicy
with our experience of value.

Keywords: Evil, value, experience, theodicy.

1. Jesus College University of Cambridge, (rsw45@cam.ac.uk).
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certainty regarding the divine nature of the revelation can likewise be
removed. This is the pattern of reasoning that unites Voltaire to those he
fought with such irony and scorn. But it is Rousseau, not Voltaire, who
really undermines the apologetic logic of those theologians who sustained
the authenticity of miracles. Indeed, Rousseau, in his Third letter from the
Mountain, not only disputes the existence of miracles, but aso their very
function as an argument and proof. Rousseau turns this on its head:
miracles not only provide proof of the divine nature of the gospel, but they
are actually an obstacle to the spreading and acceptance of the truth of the
Christian doctrine: simply take the miracles away from the gospel and
everyone would fall at the feet of Jesus Christ. In actual fact, the one true
miracle of the gospel is its fundamental teaching: love God and thy
neighbour, including your own enemies.

Key words: Voltaire, Rousseau, miracle, proof of the revelation, laws of
physics and mathematics.
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The Question of Miracles in Voltaire and Rousseau

Claudio Tugnoli®

According to Voltaire, a miracle that violates the laws of physics and
mathematics is a contradiction, because a law cannot be both immutable
and violated at the same time. God, in His infinite wisdom, could not
possibly establish laws only then to violate them, because God would have
corrected any imperfections in His great work right from the outset. The
sentence that Voltaire passes on miracles is not to be taken in a purely
negative and anti-Christian sense. As a true rationalist, Voltaire seeks to
open the eyes of believers, demonstrating that having faith in miracles is
not only absurd and completely devoid of foundation, but also dangerous
for that same conception of God and the world that those who sustain
authenticity expect to make more solid by means of the prodigies. Voltaire
attacks the theological conception established during the 17th century,
when various Christian denominations agreed upon the character of the
revelation of evidence, from which men would have been able to acquire
certainty on the same basis as any historical fact. From this theology then,
comes an apologetic that aims to demonstrate the certainty and the evidence
of the "proof" of the Christian revelation. By denying the existence of
miracles, Voltaire intends to refute the same apologetic logic of the
theology of histime. If, as Voltaire firmly believes, miracles are merely
fantastic inventions, then the very foundation of the Christian revelation
crumbles and no divine character can be attributed to the gospel. Thus
Voltaire remains on the same grounds as his opponents, who attribute
miracles to the task of providing proof of the divine character of the gospel.
Acknowledge miracles and so the certainty of the divine nature of the
revelation can also be acknowledged; remove the miracles and any

! Adjunct Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Trento, Italy,
(tugnoliS3@virgilio.it).
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‘Thinking,” Itself, Is an Evidence for Probability of the
Existence of a God: Argument from an Unnaturalness for

‘Necessity’
Javad Taherit

This article aims to show that one can be justified in saying that God can
exist after knowing that one’s “thinking” is an immediate Effect of “oneself
i.e. thinker” as its Cause. This objective might be regarded as quite evident
but it is not that smple. A reason for this difficulty emerges when we bring
certain claims made by cognitive philosophers, so to speak, under scrutiny.
Their claims are strong and supported by many evidences which have
garnered a noticeable attention among scientists, philosophers and others.
Cognitive philosophers, including Mark Johnson, prove that our knowledge
about Necessity and Causation is in final analysis bound to man’s
naturalness. This means that what we understand about Necessity and
Causation is originally based on root experiences we have had from the
early moments of our birth onward. Instead, the author tries to display that
giving a counter-example for a Necessity which is not essentially build
upon naturalness of human experiences, can negate the universality of
believing in naturalness of human understanding. Having this supported,
one can prove the probability of the existence of a “Necessary Being”
which is different. However, Necessary Being is not equal to any
conception of God but it is equal to some others, the paper concluded that
the probability of the existence of a God is an outcome which is inevitable
even with presupposition of so-called cognitive philosophy.

Keywords: Cognitive Science, Necessity, Necessary Being, God,
Thinking.

! Iranian Association for Philosophy of Religion, (javadtaheri 1982@gmail.com).
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Why Believe that there is a God

Richard Swinburne?

Natural theology consists of arguments from evident general features of the
world to the existence of God. Although many people do not need natural
theology in order to be justified in holding their religious beliefs, Christian
(and | believe Islamic) tradition has generally held that natural theology is
available for those who need it. Many people today do need natural
theology. In this lecture | present my natural theology. My natural theology
is an inductive natural theology in that its evident premises make its
conclusion probable, not certain. Its criteria for arguing from premises to
conclusion are those which detectives, historians, and physical scientists
use to argue from their evidence (= data) E to a hypothesis (= theory) H
which explains these data. (Inanimate hypotheses postulate laws of nature
and initial conditions, personal hypotheses postulate persons, their powers,
beliefs, and purposes.) These criteria are that an explanatory hypothesis H
is rendered probable by evidence E insofar as: (1) If H, probably E, (2) If
not-H, probably not-E, (3) H is simple, and (4) H fits with background
knowledge. A hypothesis, either inanimate or personal, is simple insofar as
it postulates few entities, few properties of accessible kinds, and
mathematically simple relations between them. Let E be: the existence of a
physical universe governed by simple laws, the laws being ‘fine-tuned’ so
as to lead to the existence of human bodies, and humans being conscious.
Let H be theism, the hypothesis that there is a divine person (“God”),
eternally omnipotent, omniscient, and perfectly free. | argue that E makes
H probable.

! Professor of Philosophy Department at Oxford University.
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On New Cosmology of Mesocosmic Rituals

Lenart Skof?

This presentation aims to be the elaboration of an ancient term: the
mesocosm. In Katha Aranyaka, M. Witzel (2004) argued for the
reconstruction of this term. He posited it within the ancient Indian Vedic
magical interpretation of the world, where we face different 'identifications
between the macrocosmic and microcosmic realities or gods. Also
according to ancient Sumerian theology, between heaven and earth there
was a substance, called lil ("wind, air, breath, spirit"; Kramer, 1956: 47).
This ancient cosmic constellation can be represented in a form of a triadic
model (s. below), which will also be interpreted in the Trinitarian sense.
The mesocosm reveals to us as a middle term, an inter-space (cf. fourfold in
Heidegger), or a copula. Mesocosm is the sacred guardian of cosmic air
(ruah, aer, pneuma, prana, qi, ki...) permeating the All, but also, ethically,
of cosmic Breath as a vital/life principle, enlivening the cosmos and our
bodies: as such, it revealsto us as a basic principle of al ethicsand all life.
Mesocosm thus is the atmosphere of ethics. But for too long we remained
ignorant to the possibility of the mesocosm aso as a new, or reconstructed
ritual and ethical space of co-breathing between Gods and mortals, as well
as between persons in their intersubjective relations, respectful also to
sexual difference (Skof&Holmes, 2013). The aim of this presentation thus
isto propose a new ethical pneumatology of the mesocosm.
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A Quest about Possibility of Theism in Naturalized and
Holistic Empiricism

Hossein Shagagit

What can make theism as an irrational belief? Traditionally, two properties
of theism, among other things, are regarded, by atheist or agnostic
empiricists, as irrational and unjustifiable: (a) belief in an abstract and
nonphysical entity, (b) belief in an unobservable entity. Why we must
believe an entity which we cannot see and, then, don’t have immediate
evidence for? How can we have a belief that our experience isn’t able to
neither verify nor falsify it. On the other hand, according to some
empiricists, i.e. naturalists -especially, Quine- a scientific theory has some
ontological commitments. Then, when | accept a scientific theory, | accept
an ontology. Quine himself as a naturalist is a physicalist, because our best
scientific theories require that physical objects exist. But, for Quine,
physicalism is not enough, because truth of our best scientific theories
requires that some abstract, as opposed to physical, entities exist, i.e.
mathematical entities. In addition, in "Posits and Reality”, Quine asserts
that our ontological commitment to observable physical objectsis of a kind
of our ontological commitment to unobservable scientific objects, in
support of any of them we don’t have immediate evidence, both are posits
that we accepted inevitably, as believers in best scientific theories. So,
Quine's naturalized empiricism doesn't require exclusion of abstract and
unobservable entities from our ontology, i.e. belief in abstract and
unobservable entities, in itself, is not irrational. Here the questions are: (1)
from a naturalistic point of view, what makes theism as irrational and
unacceptable belief? (2) Can we present a version of theism in naturalistic
framework? My responses to these questions depend on confirmation
holism, an epistemological thesis that is accepted by many of naturalists,
including Quine.

Keywords: naturalism, holism, ontological commitment, posit, reality,
theism.

1 Ph.D. of Iranian Institute of Philosophy,(shpost58@gmail.com).
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Reconstructing Pascal’s wager against intelligent design

Hadi Samadi*

There are a bunch of arguments against intelligent design (ID). In this
lecture | want to add a new argument against it. The argument is based on
Pascal wager. So, | consider four versions. First, ID actually exists and we
belief in its existence. At first glance it seems that it is a good decision and
we may expect some gain in our wager. However, that is a mistake. Science
aims to explain natural phenomena. And a scientific explanation is an
answer to a why question. A good answer may be the result of an argument
or a causal story; and the answer has to improve our understanding of the
phenomenon to be a good explanation. | will show that ID could not offer a
good explanation in this sense. Second, ID actually does not exist but we
belief in its existence. Betting on the existence of something that does not
exist obviously go to failure. Third, ID actually exists but we do not belief
in its existence. It seems that it is the main epistemological danger for a
defender of design without designer. | show, by ignoring ID, evolutionists
will not loss anything in their science of biology. Forth, ID does not
actually exist and we do not belief in its existence. Clearly not investing on
something that does not exist is a sensible action.

Key words: Intelligent Design, Pascal Wager, Scientific Theory.

! Department of Philosophy of Science, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad
University, (hadi.samadi @yahoo.com).
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Petitionary Prayer and God’s Impassibility

Mohammad Saeedimehr!

Petitionary prayer is undoubtedly one of the common features of the
religious practice in the monotheistic religions including Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. Moreover, traditional theism endorses that at least
some of these prayers could be effective. It apparently seems, however, that
the effectiveness of our petitionary prayers is not consistent with our
traditional beliefs about some Divine attributes such as omniscience, moral
perfection and impassibility. According to the doctrine of Divine
impassibility, for example, it is impossible that God’s nature, attributes and
actions be affected by another agent whatsoever. Moreover, the
effectiveness of our prayer apparently means that it makes a difference in
God’s decisions and actions and this, in its turn, implies His being affected
by His creatures; a conclusion which contradicts the doctrine of the Divine
absolute impassibility. Philosophers and theologians, both in Islamic and
Christian traditions, have furnished us with several solutions for this
problem. In this paper, | concentrate on the solutions proposed by some
Muslim philosophers. First, | present a brief exposition of the Muslim
philosophers’ traditional concept of “Divine impassibility.” Then, I try to
formulate the problem of inconsistency between the effectiveness of
petitionary prayers and God’s impassibility. In the third stage, I explore
some main solutions suggested by Muslim philosophers and try to examine
them. The fina conclusion is that these solutions, though are
philosophically well formulated, hardly can fit the religious people’s
intuition that God is who directly answers their prayers.

Keywords: Petitionary prayer, God’s impassibility, Islamic philosophy.

! Tarbiat Modares University, (saeedimehr@yahoo.com).
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Study of Prof. Nasr’s Views on

Relationship Between Religion and Science

Hamid Rezania®

Religion is not only not opposed to scientific and technological progress,
on the contrary, it encourages it, laying stress only on two points:
Scientific, technological and social progress shall not result in man waxing
proud and thereby disregarding his Creator.This endeavor and progress
shall be utilized to better the condition of men and never be used in
propagating sin or to buttress the foundations of cruelty and oppression. As
a sample ,concerning the Darwin’s theory, Nasr attacks what he calls the
"hypothesis' of evolution. He uses the term not to mean modifications
within a particular species (which do occur, he says, as a species adapts
itself to changed natural conditions) but the belief that through natural
processes one species is actually transformed into another. Nasr
passionately criticizes this on a wide variety of grounds -- metaphysical,
cosmological, religious, logical, mathematical, physical, biological, and
paleontological -- building arguments too complex to recapitulate here. His
central concern is that what he calls "the deification of historical process"
has become so powerful that in many souls it has replaced religion and
veils the archetypal redlities.

Keywords: Religion, Science, Relationship, Historical Process.

L Faculty member of Al-Mustafa International University, Iran,
(hamidrezania@miu.ac.ir).
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inspired by Augustine's City of God, he calls for practical ways that the
Christian scholar can begin to pair academic study with sound theology.
Moreover, in "Advice to Christian Philosophers' (1984), Plantinga argues
that part of the task of Christian philosophers is to serve the Christian
community. But the Christian community has its own questions, its own
concerns, and its own topics for investigation.

However, avoiding the seduction of academic worldliness can lead to an
opposite danger, namely, that of dogmatism, inflexiblity, and becoming
narrow in training and perspective. While we should avoid traditional
liberal ideal of autonomy we have, as EImer Thiessen says, to do our
scholarship in the world, addressing the problems of the world, and doing
al thisin such away asto speak to our non-believer colleagues.

Keywords: Academic worldliness, Theistic scholarship, Naturalism,
Humanism, Theism.
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The City of God and the City of the World

Rasoul Rasoulipour!

In 1990, Alvin Plantinga, the great Calvinist philosopher of religion,
delivered two lectures at Calvin College entitled “The Twin Pillars of
Christian Scholarship.” Reminding Augustine’s the City of God (the
Civitas Dei), the city which is dedicated to God and to his will and to his
glory, and the Earthly City or City of the World (the Civitas Mundi), which
is dedicated to something wholly different, Plantinga spoke about three
main contestants, in the contemporary Western intellectual world that |
will, in this paper, try to characterize and criticize his advice at the end.

As Plantinga states, there are three fundamental perspectives or ways of
thinking about what the world is like, what we ourselves are like, what is
most important about the world, what our place in it is, and what we must
do to live the good life. The first of these perspectivesis Theism. Inaddition
to this perspective, there are, fundamentally, two others: Evolutionism or
Perennial Naturalism, and Humanism or Enlightenment Subjectivism.
According to the first perspective, there is no God, and we human beings
are insignificant parts of a giant cosmic machine that proceeds in majestic
indifference to us, our hopes and aspirations, our needs and desires. In sharp
contrast to Naturalism, the second perspective's position is that we human
beings, in some deep and important way, are ourselves responsible for the
structure and nature of the world; it is we, fundamentaly, who are the
architects of the universe.

Considering these non-theistic approaches, and finding believers in aworld
with an on- going culture,with art, literature, science, philosophy, history,
business, the state, medicine, music, etc.; Plantinga admonishes us against
academic worldliness. He suggests to promot the use of the Scriptures as a
lensfor studying and understanding the natural world. Beyond this,

. Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran, (rrasoulipour@gmail .com).
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stewardship mandate given in the Genesis creation account. |slam may
share such ground with the Judeo-Christian view, however, | leave it to
Islamic scholars to demonstrate that’s the case.

Keywords: environmental ethics, moral realism, relativism, theism
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Environmental Ethics & Theism

Matthew Owen*

Environmental ethicsis at an international and intercultural crossroads. At
one time, ethical issues regarding the environment were local, regional, or
perhaps national, but not international. Thus dialogue and debates enjoyed
common ethical ground shared in a common culture. But now the world
faces global threats (e.g. global warming) that require numerous nations
with different cultures and ethical assumptions to work together in light of
ethical obligations. In this work, | first argue that monotheism provides the
best metaphysica basis for the ethical framework required to make
intercultural progress regarding contemporary environmental issues. In
western culture moral relativism has a firm grip at a popular level, but it
fails to provide a sufficient ethical foundation for international policy
making required by modern environmental ethical issues. To confront
problems like global warming we need international policies with an ethical
basis. However, if there are not objective knowable transcultural ethical
facts, then nations have no ethical grounds for making international policies
that require other nations to act in any way. Therefore international
environmental policies based on ethics require objective knowable
transcultural ethical facts. Yet monotheism provides the only possible
explanation of such facts. So, | argue, modern environmental ethics needs
monotheism. Apart from God’s character and commands there’s no
grounding, or metaphysical explanation, of the type of ethical facts modern
environmental ethics needs. Yet going beyond mere monotheism, | argue
that Judeo-Christian monotheism in particular provides three additional
premises needed in contemporary environmental debates. The first is
human exceptionalism. The second is theo-centrism. The third isthe

! PhD candidate at the University of Birmingham, England, Philosophy Department;
faculty member at Heritage University in Toppenish, Washington, USA.
(matthew.k.owen@biola.edu).
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Theistic evolution has enormous appeal. It seems to offer the best of both
worlds. It offers the comfort and fulfillment of believing in God, and at the
same time the security of fitting in with the major scientific consensus.

The difficult and complex part about covering this topic is that there exist
so many different forms of theistic evolution. It is probably no exaggeration
to say that there is a different form for every theistic evolutionist around.
Our approach here will be to group them in general categories, and to
present the weaknesses of each.
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God and Evolution
Mark Obit

It may not be easy to come up with a lot of complex arguments against
theistic evolution but among those who claim to be Christians, Muslims etc,
there are theological explanations which answers the questions:

How many people do you know who are theistic evolutionists—meaning
they believe in both God and evolution? When you stop to think about it,
many of the people you know are. Most people, even if their idea of God is
superficial, do believe in some kind of deity or superior being and powers.
And, if they haven’t thought much about it one way or the other, most do
believe in evolution. So put the two together, and they come out as theistic
evolutionists. Supporters of theistic evolution generally harmonize
evolutionary thought with belief in God, reecting the conflict
thesis regarding the scientific theories of evolution need not contradict each
other.

These views regard religious teachings about God as compatible with
modern scientific understanding about biological evolution. Theistic
evolution is not ascientific theory, but a range of views about how the
science of general evolution relates to religious beliefs in contrast to special
creation views.

Not that they would all use the term ’theistic evolutionist.” I have met
people who do not understand or know what the term means. This
approach—believing that a divine being(God) guided the evolutionary
process—is called theistic evolution.

’Theistic’ comes from the word “theos”, the Greek word for God. So
theistic evolutionis the idea that God used evolution to create the world.
Life supposedly originated from non-living chemicals, just as the atheistic
evolutionist says it did, and all modern forms of life are thought to have
then developed from the first one-celled organism by mutation and natural
selection. The difference is that God supposedly created the initial materials
and set up the natural laws, then guided the whole process.

! THE EVANGEL WORLD MISSION THE GAMBIA, (evangeltalent@hotmail.com).
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A Reflection on Stability of the Reason of Miracle in
Christian Theology with a View to Its Usage in Islamic

Tradition

Zohrehsadat Naji*

Theologians in some cases use the argument from miracle to prove the
existence of God. This paper, surveying the relation of miracles to the
proofs and other functions of the field, has intended to find the degree of
argument’s validity for the existence of God in Islamic and Christian
theology. More than it, some other issues about the claims which declare in
miracles a kind of relation with a super natural power or other prophetic
claims related to such claims are criticized. The conclusion would not only
lead to the clearness of the real place of the miraculous act and its usage but
also help commentators and theologians in both Islamic and Cristian
traditions to understand real meaning of the versesin the field. In the paper,
the nature of miracle is described in a religious approach at first and then,
the usage of the proof of miracle in Muslim and Christian theologians'
worksis studied. Finally, the usability of the proof and degree of its validity
has been critically discussed.

Keywords: Proof, Miracle, God's Existence, Prophecy, I1slamic Theology,
Christian Theology.
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argue that “God is dead” doesn’t amount to a rebuttal of the existence of a
metaphysical entity. Rather, it represents the Nietzsche’s three-step strategy
in facing the issue: 1) to accept the Kantian stance in transcendenta
dialectic, 2) to enter into a skeptical stance and, 3) finally to step beyond
any metaphysical stance of denial or approval towards the issue on the
basis of his non-metaphysical and non-philosophical perspectives.
Keywords: Metaphysics, Dogmatism, Skepticism, Indifferentism, the
Death of God.
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The Child of Chaos and Night: Nietzsche on the Existence of

God

Hamidreza Mahboobi Arani!

In his preface to first edition of the Critigue of Pure Reason, Kant
characterizes his own critical metaphysics as the main opponent of
dogmatism, which is an uncritical assertion of laws for nature and morality
that is not grounded in any antecedent critique of human intellectual
powers. Such dogmatism inevitably results in the assertion of conflicting
dogmas especially about the existence of God, the freedom of will and the
immortality of the soul. Simultaneously, Kant demands us to subtly
distinguish his critical philosophy from three other stances opposing
dogmatism, that is that of skepticism of Descartes and Hume, the
empiricism of Johan Lock, and the indifferentism of those who did not
reject metaphysical assertions themselves but did reject any attempt to
argue for them systematically and rigorously. Kant refuses indifferentism
especially in science as “the mother of chaos and night”. However, he
somehow admits a commonsensical view similar to that of indifferentism
regarding three aforementioned principal issues of metaphysics.
Explicating Kant’s description of and view on these five philosophical
stances, the current paper examines Nietzsche's take on especially one
principal issue of metaphysics, that of the existence of God. Defending a
kind of stance similar to skepticism or even sometimes to indifferentism,
Nietzsche chief endeavor isto look at the issue from different perspectives
of genealogical and axiological critique in order to pave the way for an
entire overlooking of the issue. Such an endeavor results in a stance totally
contrary to Kant’s commonsensical position in this respect, ending up in
Nietzsche’s talk of the Death of God and the Death of the True World. 1

1. Assistant Professor of Philosophy, University of Tarbiat Modares,
(mahboobi @email.arizona.edu).
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Religion and Humanism

Hajj Muhammad Legenhausen®

The label “humanism” has been used for a variety of currents of thought, in
the crosscurrents of which there is often confusion about what is being
advanced and whether it is fundamentally opposed to religion. Today,
especialy in Europe and the Islamic world, there are heated discussions
about whether Islam is humanistic, or whether there can or should be an
Islamic humanism. In this paper, | will review some of the European
discussions of the relation of religion and humanism that took place in the
1930’s and 40’s, and the philosophical background to these discussions. |
suggest that consideration of these controversies may help us to understand
whether or in what sense an Islamic philosophy of religion can or should be
aform of humanism.

! The Imam Khomeini Education and Research | nstitute(legenhausen@yahoo.com).
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Nature as Intersection (Convention) of God and Man in

Natural Law Theory
Mohsen Javadi'

Natural law theory, especidly in its traditional version, takes nature as the
source of normativity. According to this theory, human nature is designed
by God so asto provide for human perfection and felicity.

Human nature is a manifestation of Divine providence and is equipped with
natural inclinations aiming at the good of mankind.

Freely following these inclinations is a way for man to participate in Divine
action and plans.

Human nature is not only the existential source of value but through
consciousness, it is an epistemological source of value. It is the voice of
God heard from the nature of the human being (Natural inclinations) by the
nature of the human being (consciousness).

Although revelation enhances this voice and makes it more explicit, it can
be heard by consciousness and read by the light of natural reason.

In this view nature is the place for the emergence of God's purpose and the
wisdom of His creation. His purpose is not the completion of His own
existence, but through the nature of the human being (which is related to
the nature of other things) He intended to complete the human being.
Moreover, the motivation to seek the good and perfection is aso inherited
in the nature of the human being.

Nature in this context is not equivalent with what today is understood from
the word as a physical status. It is the essence of the things as designed and
created by God.

' University of Qom, Iran.
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unified meaning that is common to both core and crust but aso to envisage
this meaning as literal which is nothing but the reality of light itself.
Ghazalt (d. 1111) in his The Niche of Lights (Mishkat al-anwar) takes a
rather intricate approach in which he claims that ‘light’ has been devised to
incorporate multiple meanings for a wide array of purposes. In this regard,
his approach seems to be more redistic than a mere metaphysicalization
and is even contrary to it. A single word with many meanings is a
homonym but Ghazali while comparing its various meanings and indicating
their respective precedence uncovers a unified yet graded and a more
nuanced meaning of light. Light is a readlity having analogicity and
comprising various degrees as existence. According to Ghazali, light is not
a homonym but a single unified concept which shares many meanings
spanning over its numerous uses with varying intensity i.e. from one pure,
unadulterated reality to its various diluted and attenuated forms. This is
significant as it paved the way for the development of Suhrawardi’s (d.
1191) light ontology on one hand, and introducing light as one of the
Divine names in the philosophical mysticism of Ibn al-*Arabi (d. 1240) on
the other, and later plays a key role in harmonizing light and existence in
the transcendental theosophy of Mulla Sadra (d. 1640).

Ghazal1’s thesis can be assessed critically in a number of ways and this will
be discussed at length in the forthcoming paper. Firstly, is his anaysis
normative or descriptive i.e. is it based on a logical rule or stems from a
certain linguistic or philological development? As he neither aludes to
logic nor specifies any linguistic or philological basis for his thesis.
Secondly, if this is the meaning of light that has been understood by the
elect of the elect (i.e. the core or inner meaning of light), is this meaning
has been understood in this sense even before the revelation or at the advent
of it i.e. when the Qur’an has been revealed; or developed afterwards or
rather remain independent of it. Thirdly, Ghazali’s analysis seems to be
based on a problematic amalgamation of application and alusion. Fourthly,
this approach, if applied to all corporeal-material words and concepts may
expose its incompatibility with reason and revelation.

Keyword: theological proposition, light (ndr), metaphysicalization,
Ghazali, light ontology.
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A Critical Analysis of Ghazali’s Method of
Metaphysicalization of the Concept of Light as Attributed to

God

Ahad Faramarz Gharamaleki®
Fateme Sadat ketabchi?

Qur’an employs an extensively rich vocabulary to describe God in a myriad
of ways. This vocabulary or set of words often carries corporeal and
material aspects which are considered to be embedded in their origina
meaning. Light (ndr) is one such word that has been used in a variety of
ways to describe God in the Qur’an e.g. as in the celebrated light verse,
“God is the light of the heavens and the earth...”(24:35). Attributing such
words to God has its exegetical and interpretational challenges. Can God be
understood as light in itsliteral sense?

Qur’anic commentators until the 11™ century either read the word nar(L )
as nawwara(us) ie. “God lights up the heavens and the earth” or
interpreted it as a simile or a metaphor instead of taking it literally.
However, in the 11™ century commentators such as Thalabi (d. 1035-6)
and Jurjani (d. 1078) started to coin literal interpretations of ‘God is light’.
Such interpretations are based on the metaphysicalization of the concept of
light i.e. to abstract the core meaning of light i.e. which is manifest in itself
and makes others manifest, from its crust meaning which is to see through
one’s eyes. And then to consider this core meaning not only as a generic

! Dept. of Islamic Theology and Philosophy, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
(ghmaleki @ut.ac.ir).

2 M.A Researcher of Islamic Theology and Philosophy, University of Tehran, Tehran,
Iran, (Fateme_ketabchi@ut.ac.ir).
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Subjectivity as Truth: An Existential Possibility

Hassan Haji Ghassemi'

The quest for truth has been the single task of philosophy since its birth. So
what-ness of truth and how to approximate and then to acquire and
ultimately appropriate it are the ends to which man has initiated a lifelong
struggle and strife to attain. All through Kierkegaard’s realm of thought, it
requires a revolutionary reading when considering subjectivity as truth.
However the relation between man and the world remains dilemmatic in
that truth refers to the former, whereas the latter is devoid of any existential
significance. Man in his inward world through passion and despair
confronts possibilities which await his existential leap since he is helpless
with freedom. Firstly, the basic query is whether kierkegaard’s truth i.e.
subjectivity receives any justifiable support in the contemporary era, that is,
after two centuries. There seems no room for two truths in Kierkegaard’s
sphere of thought. He firmly holds that such a significant dilemma, that is,
either subjectivity or objectivity requires an existential decision to
overcome. Hence objectivity gets reduced or annihilated to open room for
subjective who is passionately delving into inwardness. Secondly, it is of
great significance to understand how subjectivity does away with
subjectivism and solipsism. In my paper, | primarily offer a brief historical
sketch on dichotomy of subject and object especially from Descartes
onward in order to discover if Kierkegaardian concept of subjectivity could
be compared to ego cogitance or transcendental ego. Then | try to review
Kierkegaard’s critique on reason which represents speculation, system and
objectivity. Moreover the paper inquires how irony and humor help
subjectivity to orient himself in different stages of life.

Keywords: Kierkegaard, Subjectivity, Truth, Reason.

1. University of Tehran, Pardis Farabi, (hassan.hghassemi @ut.ac.ir).
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A Review on Kretzman’s Argument Against God’s

Omniscience and Immutability

Hojjat Imanikia*
Amir Jalilighazizadeh?

It is believed that Omniscience is the property of having complete or
maximal knowledge. In his provocative paper, Norman Kretzmann argued
that being omniscient requires knowing different things at different times,
and thus is incompatible with being immutable. His argument against
God’s Omniscience is as follows:

(1) A perfect being is not subject to change, (2) A perfect being knows
everything. (3) A being that knows everything always knows what time it
is, (4) a being that always knows what time it is subject to change.
Therefore, (5) a perfect being is subject to change. Therefore, (6) a perfect
being is not a perfect being. Finally, therefore, (7) there is no perfect being.

If we analogously consider time as spatial extension, then the events of time
having their transposition, are located on different parts of this line.
Therefore, for an observer who is temporal, time is passing and his
knowledge that what time it is at any moment, will be constantly changing.
Since God is eternal and timeless, all the extension and its corresponding
events entirely are present before Him, therefore, change in His knowledge
and consequently in His essence isimpossible. In other word, God eternally
knows all events and among the things He knows is that what time it is at
any moment. Since the whole extension of time is present before Him,
there is no change in His knowledge to time and temporal events. So, there
is no incompatibility between omniscience and immutability of God.

1. PhD Candidate of Philosophy, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran,
(hgjjat.imani @gmail.com).
2. PhD Candidate of Philosophy, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran.
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and wrongful action. | argue that religious experience might involve a
consciousness of value so intense that this awareness of choice is
diminished, and that it is this feature, rather than a collapse of the faculty of
judgement, that accounts for religious experience’s oceanic quality.

Key terms: religious experience; the self; judgement; value.
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Religious Experience and the Self

Samuel Hughes®

One of the most puzzling features of religious experience, as it has often
been characterized, is the sense that the self has been dissolved, or that the
distinction between the self and reality somehow nullified—its so-called
‘oceanic’ quality. Another interesting feature is that religious experience is
reported to involve an intense consciousness of something valuable or
exalted. In this paper | look at how we might understand these two features
together. To do this, | draw on a distinction, found originally in Kant and
developed recently by analytical philosophers of mind like Richard Moran,
between mental states which are constituted by an active judgement and
mental states in which the subject is merely passive.

| begin by examining one powerful tradition of thought about religious
experience, found in sceptical writers like Freud and Ake Ohlmarks as well
as in more sympathetic ones like William James and Mircea Eliade. On this
view, religious experience is constituted by mental states which are largely
passive, being in this respect similar to intoxication, infant consciousness
and some kinds of insanity. Self-consciousness involves quite sophisticated
rational judgements, so this theory may be able to explain the oceanic
quality of religious experience: the subject of such experiences, on this
view, temporarily lacks the cognitive sophistication to represent the idea of
the self as distinct from the environment. | argue, however, that thisview is
ultimately inadequate, because it cannot explain the value-laden quality of
religious experience.

In the latter part of the paper, | turn to sketching an aternative account,
drawing upon Kant’s account of moral autonomy. According to Kant,
autonomy presupposes the subject’s awareness of a choice between rightful

1, University of Cambridge (PhD Candidate), Humboldt University of Berlin (Visiting
Research), (scph2@cam.ac.uk).
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occurred (death of God). As such, it’s the logic which moves the Western
history and the destiny of the Western man.

The question is: how can the West return back the lost God? Nietzsche’s
answer leads us to the three types of man - the tragic man, the traveler, and
the superman — while their essence returns us back to the three kinds of
death contained at the teaching of Sufism: the white, the green and the
black death, as well as seven stages of Nafs towards its process of self-
development, including the Completest Self or the deepest Self: nafs-i
safiyya va kamila.

Keywords: Nietzsche, Death of God, critique of Cristianity, ressentiment,
Superman, Completest Self, Sufism.
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The Nietzschean Verification of the Missing God and the

Destiny of the Western Man: Steps to a Completest Self

Mirushe Hoxha'

This paper aims to set forth Frederic Nietzsche’s critique of Christianity in
its contemporary social existence as a prominent Western example which
reconfirms the urge for man’s inner development up to the stage of the
Completest Self, and which verifies that what the Western culture at the era
of the death of God should bring from the state of absence to the state of
presence.

According to Nietzsche, each morality is a totality of different “points of
view” that are produced by the ontological ground of everything existing,
namely the will to power and its inherent instinct of self-maintenance and
growth. Contrary to other moralities, Christianity expresses apparently
opposite principle to the innate will to power, due to the instincts of
decadence which have become masters over the instincts of life blossom.
It’s about the morality of slave (as opposite to the morality of master), and
its incorporated principle of ressentiment. This ethics of the non-powerful
is expressed by many different compensatory forms, including the pathos of
distance, the pathos of revenge, and the ideology of suffering. The triumph
of the ethics of dlave has influenced decadently the history of Western
civilization and it has degraded it. The death of God, linked with the
historical appearance of church, is the death of metaphysical establishing,
abolition of all supra-sensual and supra-natural ideas and ideals as aims on
the grounds of which certain values as “points of view” have been
legitimated. Christianity has caused nihilism, the process of annihilation,
which is not a mere atheism, but an expression of afact that has already

!, Philosophy professor at Ss. Cyril and Methodius (UKIM)
(hmirushe@yahoo.com).
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The Later Wittgenstein’s View on Religious Beliefs:

A Critical Approach
Hamid Hekmat'

Wittgenstein ideas, generally, and the later Wittgenstein, in particular, have
had a great impact on the philosophy of religion in the twentieth century. In
the tradition of analytic philosophy and under the influence of early
Wittgenstein, some philosophers argue that religious propositions are
meaningless. Others, under the influence of the later Wittgenstein, believe
in the religious language game that means the religious language game
takes place according to certain rules and has its own meaning. This article
deals with the later Wittgenstein's philosophy exclusively, and religious
beliefs status in this thought. First, this article tries to give a brief account
about the later Wittgenstein's philosophical foundations and the place of
religious beliefs in this philosophy, and then Wittgenstein’s philosophical
foundations and fideism will be criticized. This article claims that these
principles are theoretically untenable, and a fortiori, the religious beliefs
that are based on them, are also faced with serious problems. The author
also argues that Wittgenstein's philosophical foundations and the fideism
arising out of these foundations are not only untenable theoretically, but
also not expedient practically.

Keywords: Later Wittgenstein, Language Games, Religious game, Form of
Life, Fideism.

1 MA Student in Philosophy of Religion at Tehran University,
(hamidhekmat@ut.ac.ir).
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that Platonism avoids these two metaphysical dilemmas will be discussed.
If theists are to have a coherent metaphysical framework as the basis upon
which to elaborate a theol ogy, they should be Platonists.

Keywords: Theism, Nominalism, Platonism, universals, efficient causation,
Calvin, Descartes, Spinoza, occasionalism, pantheism, the Eleatic
Principle, causal nexus.
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Two Metaphysical Problems with Nominalist Theism: Why

Theists should be Platonists

Albert R. Haig*

There are some predicates (such as “is righteous™) which are used of God
(“God is righteous”), but which are also used of beings in the created order
(e.g. “Abraham was righteous”). Do these two different kinds of cases both
involve instantiation of one-and-the-same real Form or property, or not? If
the answer to this question is “yes”, a Platonist metaphysic has been
adopted. If the answer is “no”, a version of theism which might be called
“nominalist theism” has been assumed. A nominalist theist need not
necessarily be anominalist in a general sense. Nominalist theism expresses
a “vertical nominalism” between the created order, and God. It represents a
“nominalism with respect to the transcendent”, in which God is
ontologically “entirely other”. In this paper, two metaphysical problems
with nominalist theism will be explored. Both of these problems relate to
the only ontological “bridge” that remains in nominalist theism between
God and the created order, namely, efficient causation. The thought of the
two most rigorous exponents of nominalist theism in an early modern
Western context will be considered (John Calvin and René Descartes).
Although Calvin and Descartes have somewhat different starting points, it
will be argued that, if logical consistency is to be maintained, they both
must end in the same place, with the pantheism of Spinoza. There are two
steps to this argument. Step one shows that nominalist theism must entail
occasionalism. Step two shows that occasionalism entails pantheism via the
Eleatic Principle. A second problem with nominalist theism is then
considered, concerning the necessary part of the causal nexus. The reasons

1. PhD Candidate, Queensand Theological College and the Austraian College of
Theology.
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Harmonizing Faith and Reason: A Qur’anic Concept

Abdulla Galadari*

The Qur’an frequently abhors blind faith in its arguments against non-
believers. To have faith for the reason that people saw this is what their
forefathers have done is repeatedly detested. Nonetheless, the Qur’an
repeatedly asks people to believe in its message. How does the Qur’an
distinguish between both kinds of faith? This paper argues that the Qur’an
uses two distinct linguistic expressions for faith, “Iman,” with its root
(amn) meaning safety, and “zann,” with its root meaning dogmatic zeal.
Although the term “zann” has evolved to mean conjecture or speculation in
Arabic, its Semitic root, as attested in its usage in Hebrew and Aramaic,
means to have unwavering dogma, and is sometimes used in such definition
in some prophetic traditions (hadith). Linguistically, the Qur’anic concept
of “Iman” may be compared to taking refuge (saddha) in Buddhism, in that
it means to have faith through experience and insight (prajfia), as portrayed
in the Kalama Sutta, and not zeal ous dogma, which is also frowned upon in
Buddhism. Various Buddhist Suttas and the Qur’an differentiate between
two types of conviction, that which is received through discernment and
understanding, and that which is blind. This opens the door to further
understand the concept of “Iman” (faith) in the Qur’an, which is trusting
and taking refuge in God and the Qur’anic teachings, and not to blindly
have conviction, perhaps even in God. As such, the Qur’an shows cues of
an attempt to harmonize faith and reason. It does not entertain non-
believers in their request to have physical proofs, but frequently reminds
them to use their reasoning power. This further emphasizes its distinct
usage between “Iman” and “zann” when describing faith.

1 Al-Maktoum College of Higher Education, Dundee, Scotland,
(aigaladari @gmail.com).
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The Disastrous Peccadillo: Notes on Poston’s Notion of
Social Evil

Mohsen Feyzbakhsh!

In his recently-published article, Ted Poston (2014)? argues for some kind
of evil which, according to him, occurs in the cases of game-theoretic
situations and is neither natural nor moral. He calls this “new” kind “social
evil” and identifies two formulations of it, one of which is the outcome of
“the collective action of rational moral agents” while the other results from
the amplification of “individual blameworthy actions”. So, he asserts that
this “new” kind of evil gives rise to a “new” kind of “the problem of evil”
which is not hitherto addressed. This paper aims at revisiting the latter
formulation of “social evil” and examining whether it can be reduced to
moral evil and then, whether the solutions to the problem of mora evil is
applicable to that of “social evil”. By categorizing the cases of the latter
formulation along with articulating the notion of moral evil, | shall argue
that, in many cases, “social evil” can be reduced to moral evil. Hence, at
least in the aforementioned cases, there would be no “new” problem of evil
to cope with.

! University of Tehran, (m.fbakhsh@gmail.com).
2 Poston, Ted (2014). “Social Evil” in Kvanvig, Jonathan (ed.) Oxford Sudies in
Philosophy of Religion volume 5. Oxford: OUP.
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Mortal God or Essentiality of Existence

Ferial Eskandary*

Proofs for the existence of God eventually encounter with a fundamental
question the answer to which is difficult for theists to provide. The
question is : “If God created the universe then who created the God?
Theists answer to this question is that “God has existed from the
beginning and is eternal". But this answer does not satisfy the inquiring
mind because if we are looking for a cause for the creation of universe then
similarly we  should seek a cause for the creator too. What makes it
difficult for usto believe in the eternity of God isthat as humans, as soon
as we become aware of ourselves and our surroundings, we begin to
learn that all of these existences are destined to be nonexistence. To
face with thisinescapable fact and being the life of creations in between the
birth and death, has created the nonexistence-existence-nonexistence view
of the world on our mind. But this paradigm is based on the essentiality of
nonexistence. If before us has been nonexistence and after us will be
nonexistence too, then nonexistence is essential. In contrast with this
pattern there is another standpoint to the universe and that is existent-
existent-existent pattern or essentiality of existence. According to this
view, nonexistence has no base in the universe. The principle of the
universe has been in existence from the beginning and will be so forever.
The eternal existence is the very same God in question. The answer to the
question of: “where has God come from? “ is only credible on the basis of
essentiality of existence. This will be proved in this paper by the
aforementioned argument in detail. This argument proves an immortal
existence based on the mortality of the universe and as such the scene of
the universe has never been empty from the existence and never will be.

! . PhD student of philosophy and theology, Islamic Azad University, Science and
Research unite, (e_school 744@yahoo.com).
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incorporated the Darwinian idea of “indirect adaptation” into his lifelong
efforts to undermine the empiricist view that sense experience moulds the
mind, and the resultant scepticism—religious or otherwise—that follows
from this position. Building on James’ Darwinian thought, I specifically
argue that mental content can arise independently of sense experience; and
show that empiricists advance a hopelessly sceptical position when they
insist that beliefs are legitimate only insofar as they directly correspond to
the observable world. | aso speculate that this picture of mind and
knowledge, by suggesting that brute observation is never itself an adequate
basis for forming beliefs, inspired James’ pragmatic philosophy, which
offers a calculus for making decisions when one cannot do so on the basis
of evidence alone. Then attending to James’ attacks on materialism and his
defence of spiritualism, | suggest that Darwinian based epistemology might
enable us to retain empiricist and scientific commitments while
simultaneously developing a pragmatic alternative to empiricistic
scepticism, and | discuss how we might thereby defend the rationality of
religious belief. I conclude by comparing James’ account of beliefs to the
remarkably similar theory of “memes” that Richard Dawkins has used to
attack religion—an assault that James anticipated and to which he offered a
pragmatic alternative that does not reject religious belief as delusional.
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Darwinian and Pragmatic Epistemologies: A Defence of

Spiritualistic Belief?
Matthew Crippen'

Today the popular mind conceives Darwinism as an enemy of religion. Yet
Darwin’s 1859 On the Origins of Species received relatively positive
reviews in some Christian journals when first published, with more extreme
controversy arising from his The Descent of Man, released roughly 20 years
later in 1871. Some, moreover, developed defences of religious belief
based on Darwinian inspired reasoning. The philosopher and psychologist
William James was notable in this regard. James, on the one hand, was
scientifically minded and lauded Darwinian thinking; yet, on the other, he
was fascinated with paranormal and spiritualistic phenomenon, and he
employed Darwinism in his defence of spiritualistic belief.

Because James described himself as a “radical empiricist,” and because the
Anglo-American tradition is largely hostile to rationalism, many have the
impression that James unequivocally opposed rationalists. Yet contrary to
his reputation, James explicitly sided with rationalists on certain issues, and
reserved some of his harshest criticisms for British empiricists. He
particularly attacked empiricists such as Herbert Spencer, who suggested
that the world moulds the mind through a kind of direct pressure. To
appreciate how James responded to Spencer, it is important to recognize,
first, that Spencer was not only a British empiricist, but also an
evolutionary theorist committed to the neo-Lamarckian notion of “direct
adaptation” that holds that environmental pressures elicit adaptive
variations, as opposed to merely reinforcing them; and, second, that James
regarded direct adaptation as an analogue to the British empiricist claim
that environmental stimuli mould the mind.

| accordingly begin this paper by addressing the extent to which James
understood the neo-Lamarckian account of “direct adaptation” as a
biological extension of British empiricism; and how he consequently

' PhD, American University in Cairo, (crippenm@auicegypt.edu).
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may assign the superlative names, that is, the names with the prefix super-
(Super-Being, Super-Goodness, etc.), again following the method of the
Corpus Areopagiticum. These names are not denoting; they refer to the
divinity as such. They cannot be included into the paraconsi stent discourse.
| am going to analyze this model of divinity naming using modern theories
of reference. | believe that divinity naming can be best viewed by
combining the indirect and direct reference theories. More specifically, the
divine names used in the framework of the paraconsistent discourse may be
described by means of the direct reference theories which presuppose the
distinction between the signifier, the connotation, and the denotation. In the
case of the positive abstract names, the connotation is that what refers to
God at the level of human redlity, and the denotation is God Himself; the
descriptive way of reference is relevant here. In the case when divine
names denote the things of the created realm, such a name has two
denotations: the thing itself and the divinity.

The direct reference theory isinvolved in the case of the superlative names,
and the divine names act as “tags” in the sense of Ruth Barcan Marcus,
referring to the denotation, that is, the divinity; these names imply direct
reference.
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Problem of Divinity Naming in Christian Theism:

Denotation and Connotation

Dmitry Biriukov*

Three strategies of naming divinity may be distinguished in theism: a)
application of positive abstract names to God, b) application of names
(concepts), denoting the things of the created world to God, and c)
application of the so-called superlative names to God. The trends associated
with the cataphatic and apophatic ways of naming God may be
distinguished in the first two strategies. The third strategy does not imply
these trends.

| suggest that if the traditional positive divine names are denotative (that is,
are not superlative), they cannot have the meaning referring to God in
Himself. Instead they either point to the relationship of God to the created
world or are derived from the level of the human existence, since the
human language as such has this level as its scope. Therefore, if we are to
construct a correct discourse concerning the divinity, the cataphatic strategy
of naming must be balanced by the apophatic strategy which presupposes
the propositions, according to which God is not what is stated about Him
following the cataphatic strategy. This results in the paraconsistent
discourse; a contradiction embedded in this type of discourse is to be
understood in the contradictory and not in the contrary sense.

Following the Corpus Areopagiticum, we may also distinguish the divine
names corresponding to the things of the created world (for example, air,
stone, etc.). In respect to these names, we should use the discourse
presupposing the combination of cataphatic and apophatic trends, that is,
paraconsistency.

At the same time, for indicating that God in Himself does possess some
attributes, the meanings of which, however, we can not comprehend, we

1. PhD, Leading Researcher of Faculty of Humanities, National Research University,
Higher School of Economics (Russia).
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Anti-theism and Divine Impassibility

Ebrahim Azadegan®

Antitheism is an axiological thesis concerning the existence of God. Its
genera claim is that the world would be far worst if God exists than if he
does not. Its narrow persona version which seems to be much resistant
against objections maintains that it would be far worse in certain respects,
for me, if God existsthan if he does not. In this paper | shall argue that anti-
theism can be blocked if atheist embraces there thesis: divine impassibility,
libertarianism, and incompatiblism between libertarian free will and divine
foreknowledge. Classical theistic understanding of God which abstracted in
restricted theism is committed to the thesis of divine impassibility which
claims that God’s perfection requires that God has not sensual experience
and incapable of any suffering, pain, pleasure or any sort of emotional state.
It is noteworthy that the main reason which proponents of narrow personal
version of antitheism provide is based on the idea that there could possibly
be one person who in all relevant theistic worlds in which she exists has a
life plan essentialy related to her belief that she has completely private
inner world without this belief her world would be totally meaningless.
But, | shall argue that since pain is the sensation of pain and pleasure is the
sensation of pleasure then impassible God even he is omniscient could not
know one’s pain or pleasure and so one’s emotional privacy could be saved
accordingly. In addition to that if a theist accepts libertarianism and the
incompatiblism  thesis between libertarian freewill and divine
foreknowledge, the persona decisions could also be considered as
completely free and private.

! Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy of Science, Sharif University of
Technology, (ebrahimazadegan@gmail.com).
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Maitzen’s Two False Suppositions in His New Version

Argument from Divine Hiddenness

Reza Akbari®

Stephen Maitzen in his article with the title of “Divine hiddenness and the
demographics of theism” wanted to show that the demographics of theism
throughout the world give us a basis for constructing a new version of the
atheistic argument from divine hiddenness in which one can naturalistically
explain the belief in God. However, it seems that he has two false
suppositions in mind that make his explanatory argument weak. Firstly,
who she has the marque of an Abrahamic religion isin lovely relation with
God and who she does not have such a marque is not or cannot be.
Secondly, God wants to manifest Himself only in one way to human
beings. The reason for having these false suppositions returns to
anthropomorphism. When Abrahamic religions talks about God, they are
talking about absolute perfectness. So, who that wants to make herself
perfect has the lovely relation with God, in spite of her religious marque;
and God manifested Himself in many different ways to human beings.
Many theologians and philosophers in Abrahamic religions such as Meister
Eckhart, Mulla Sadra and Maulana said that the criterion for having lovely
relation with God is nothing but good deeds. So the root for proceeding
Maitzen’s argument is a superficial interpretation of Abrahamic religious
texts and beliefs.

Keywords: divine hiddenness, atheistic argument, Maitzen’s argument

. Professor at Islamic philosophy and theology faculty, Imam Sadiq University, Tehran,
Iran, (r.akbari @isu.ac.ir).
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Introduction

One of the main objectives of the Iranian Association for Philosophy of
Religion (IAPR) has been to provide a ground for dialogue and mutual
understanding among the very influential community of Philosophy of
Religion from both West and East, with the hope to make a bridge from the
abstraction to action. One of the IAPR’s programs to achieve this objective
is to hold annual international conferences on contemporary issues of the
philosophy of religion. This year we are going to hold our fifth conference
with the main topic “God, Man and the Universe” with the cooperation of
the center for international religious studies — The faculty of the World
Studies (University of Tehran) on 24-25 January 2017.

This collection as the proceeding of the fifth conference contains the
abstracts of the approved papers in two sections; the English and the
Persian papers. We hope that this event would help to provide a good
ground for presentation of the newest researches on the contemporary
philosophy of religion.

I would like to thank all scholars who participated in this great event. My
special thanks are to the management committee of 1APR, the scientific
board and the administrative and executive committees of the conference,
as well as the president and deputies of the Faculty of the World Studies
and the Center for International Religious Studies.

Mohammad Saeedimehr
Conference Secretary
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