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Islamic Ethics: Virtues,
Duties and Consequences

Ferhat Yoney
Assistant professor at Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, Istanbul Medeniyet University, ferhatyoney@gmail.com

Consequentialist ethics, deontological ethics and virtue ethics in
their different forms constitute the main views in the normative
ethics. An important topic of inquiry in religious ethics is how
to interpret religious texts or traditions from the perspective of
these three normative approaches. This article deals with how
Qur’anic ethics addresses these three approaches of ethics. In
this context, firstly it addresses the distinction between ethical
theories which are character trait based, namely virtue ethics,
and action based in terms of the Quran; and it presents “faith”
as the unique virtue of the Qur’an, and reveals how this virtue
should be understood. Then defining the human obligations
towards one another as moral-religious obligations, addresses
these duties from a deontological ethics-consequentialist ethics
distinction, and presents two moral rules that signify
consequentialism.  Finally, the article argues that
consequentialist ethics is both consistent with theistic
metaethics and is philosophically preferable to deontological
ethics.

Keywords: Qur anic Ethics, Faith, Virtue Ethics, Deontological
Ethics, Consequentialist Ethics.
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Personal Identity and the Problem of Evil

Vince Vitale
Wyecliffe Hall, University of Oxford, vincent.vitale@theology.ox.ac.uk

Since Derek Parfit’s Reasons and Persons, there has been a
growing literature in the ethics of procreation and in
intergenerational ethics reflecting on the following question: does
it matter morally whether or not the people harmed or benefited by
an action would have existed had that action not been performed?
Parfit terms cases where the affected people would not have
existed otherwise cases of non-identity. Theodicy is also concerned
with evaluating actions that determine who will live, but with a
couple of exceptions—most notably in articles by Robert Adams
from the 1970s—sustained reflection on non-identity
considerations has been absent from contemporary work on the
problem of evil. For a theodicy to be successful, it must meet two
primary conditions: first, it should show that God has not wronged
anyone by allowing evil, and, second, it should show that God’s
allowance of evil is motivated by virtue rather than by some flaw
in character. In the first half of this paper, I suggest that non-
identity considerations enable the theist to meet both of these
conditions. To show this, I organize and supplement ideas that
Adams has proposed across a number of works but that he does
not take to yield a theodicy. In this article’s second half, I suggest
that a non-identity theodicy is available to the theist regardless of
her assumptions about the existence and nature of free will. This
second suggestion requires developing a second version of non-
identity theodicy.

In concluding, I show how non-identity theodicy suggests a
strong analogy between divine creation and human procreation,
and [ argue that if voluntary human procreation can in general
be loving and morally permissible, despite the suffering that
inevitably accompanies it, then God’s creation and sustenance
of the actual world can also be loving and morally permissible.

Keywords: Problem of Evil, Theodicy, Suffering.
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Religious Language or Language
of Religion Sacred Leaders?
Reconsidering Problem of Religious
Language and Re-answering to it

Masoud Toossi Saeedi
PhD Candidate of Philosophy of Religion, Institution for Humanities and
Cultural Studies (IHCS), masoud.toossi@gmail.com

Antony Flew, concurrent with abandoning fifty years Atheism,
said that his concerns about the problem of religious language,
have not been understanding rightly from the start. William Alston
also, in the first sentences of one of his articles about the problem
of religious language, states that the term “religious language”,
which is called for naming a set of philosophical issues and
concerns, is not a suitable term. Remarks by this two famous
philosophers, belong to two completely different intellectual
camps alongside with obsoleting the debates about religious
language in recent years, while it is prosperous in the second half
of the last century in philosophy of religion, bring this idea to mind
that by reconsidering the problem, we can recognize its unexplored
dimensions and complement efforts to step up the issue.

In this article, I will first try a new different understanding of
Flews’ ideas about religious language. After that, by selecting and
analyzing of other ideas about this problem from the perspective of
new understanding of the issue, 'm going to elucidate basic
insights shared in all theories about religious language. To
complete the path of responding to this issue, especially with some
new ideas, I try to add a new philosophical concept to the
literature, which is based in Islamic mysticisms’ camp, which
could extend to all theistic systems and could be used for re-
answering to the problem of religious language.

Keywords: Religious Language, Ordinary Language, Natural
Language, Religion Sacred Scholars, Sacred Knowledge.
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§2 I develop the core epistemic principle of this project, an
account of epistemic safety. In §3 I investigate the
epistemology of perceptual experience, focusing primarily on
the role of false background beliefs in cases of cognitively
penetrated experience. Finally, in §4, I apply the results from
prior sections to the problematic cases featured in the diverse
contents objection. In so doing, I argue that the incompatible
contents of certain fine-grained beliefs fail to threaten the
epistemic status of related coarse-grained beliefs derived from
religious experience. In this section [ respond to three
objections: i. the view that testimonial reports of diverse
religious experiences provides an undercutting defeater for
beliefs about one’s own religious experience, ii. the argument
that the background beliefs influencing religious experience are
culturally contingent, and iii. the worry that the fine-grained
beliefs derived from religious experience are inferred from
falsehoods, which is an epistemically unreliable method.

Keywords: Religious Experience, Epistemic Safety, Religious
Diversity.
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Religious Experience: Epistemic Safety and
the Challenge from Diverse Contents

Wes Skolits
PhD Candidate, University of St Andrews/Arche, ws38@st-andrews.ac.uk

Experiences with purported theological content—i.e., apparent
experiences of God—remain a pervasive feature of
contemporary  religion.  Moreover, such  ostensibly
extramundane experiences tend to engender beliefs concerning
the (apparent) object of experience; thus, they serve a
fundamental role in the epistemic justification of religious
belief. Yet objections abound concerning this nexus. Given
these challenges, what—if anything—is the rational
significance of religious experience? My project’s aim is to
investigate this question focusing primarily on the objection
from the diverse contents of religious experience. I flesh out the
envisaged structure of this project in what follows.

The objection from the diversity of religious experiences
threatens the epistemic status (here, the properties of knowledge
and justification) of beliefs formed on their basis. In short, the
empirical data of diverse contents supports an argument against
the reliability of religious experience; it holds that since beliefs
formed on the basis of religious experience conflict, religious
experience is an unreliable belief-forming method. Addressing
this argument, I consider three different accounts of epistemic
reliability, and focus on the third, which features a modal
condition referred to as “safety”. This can be stated, roughly, as
follows: S’s belief that p is safe only if S couldn’t easily have
falsely believed p using the method she used to believe p. By
way of response and utilizing the above principle, it is the aim
of this work to defend the reliability of some religious
experiences in a manner which takes into account their prima
facie incompatible content.

This essay proceeds as follows. In §1 I begin with some
preliminary considerations and recount the main objection. In
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also due to the natural significance of survival and endurance in
the worldly situations from which the sacred ex-emanates. The
sacred requires the body to be manifested.

Keywords: Alterity, Divine Commandments, Emmanuel
Levinas, Ethical Phenomenology, Everyday Material Needs.
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Alterity and God: Emmanuel Levinas’ Ethical
Interpretation of the Sacred

Alireza Sayadmansour
Resident Researcher, Dept. of Theoretical Studies, Women and Family
Research Centre, sayadmansour@wrc.ir

As a French phenomenologist, Emmanuel Levinas (1906-1995)
has always been stimulated by religion (esp. Judaism) as a
“robust source of inspiration” for his ethical phenomenology.
However, he criticises the ontological heritage of traditional
theology as it belongs essentially to the reducing-the-Other-to-
the-Same culture of the West. To him, there is a unitary
dimension among all religions which can bring together
humankinds under a single title, i.e. “ethical creature”. This
religion, “ecumental religion”, gives rise toward unique
“consolations” for which he directs his specific argumentative
route to such divine commandments as “Thou shalt not kill”.
Therefore, God can distinctively be encountered -rather than
grasped- as 1) “an alter Other”, ii) “an absolute Other”, iii) “an
infinite idea inside of me”, and iv) a pre-condition for the
transcendence of ethical I. Of God what comes to my mind is
the alterity of the Other: God comes to my mind merely in
terms of ethical conceptions and actions. To be in relation with
God is exactly to be open and receptive to the Other, whose
manifestations lie in the disguise of neighbour and stranger. In
this paper, having elucidated the Levinasian conception of God,
I will concentrate upon the way in which the sacred reveals
itself, portraying the fact that human beings as the-bodies-in-
the-world are addressed by divine commandments and
prophetic exhortations on how to help others overcome their
difficulties with living-in-the-world. Furthermore, I contend
that the understanding of divine commandments occurs in a
situation of experiencing holiness. What these particular
commandments bring about is a great bulk of practical
directions towards a social decent life. The fact that divine
commandments accentuate others’ everyday material needs is
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are considerable differences. In this paper, I first give a brief
sketch of the two sides’ views regarding their foundations and
grounds. Then I try to make a comparison to find out the
similarities and dissimilarities. Both views share in rejecting the
claim that God’s knowledge, like human knowledge, consists of
beliefs. However, beside some major differences in the relevant
principles, they picture the object of God’s knowledge in
dissimilar ways.

Keywords: Divine Knowledge, Presential Knowledge, Belief,

Islamic Philosophy, Alston.
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Muslim Philosophers and W. Alston on God’s
Knowledge: A Comparative Study

Mohammad Saeedimehr
Professor of Philosophy, Tarbiat Modares University,
saeedi@modares.ac.ir

Both the Islamic and Christian traditions see the Divine
knowledge as one of the most significant attributes of God.
Muslim philosophers and theologians usually try to give a
rational explanation of the very nature of the Divine knowledge
and then go further to discuss the related problems such as the
problem of ‘Divine omniscience and human freedom.” In order
to investigate the nature of God’s knowledge, they initially
distinguish between three stages of God’s knowledge. Roughly
speaking, these stages include His knowledge of His own
essence, His knowledge of His creatures before the creation and
His knowledge of them after it. One main question here is
whether God’s knowledge of the world (after creation) is
presential knowledge or conceptual (acquired) knowledge. The
answer has been widely accepted by Muslim philosophers
especially after Suhravardi is that God’s knowledge is just of
the presential kind. According to this view prominent in the
contemporary Islamic philosophy, God is beyond having mind,
mental states and propositional attitudes. Thus, God’s
knowledge never involves or includes beliefs as its component
and His knowledge is absolutely superior to human knowledge
as ‘true justified belief.” In the contrary, most contemporary
western philosophers of religion construe God’s knowledge as
involving true beliefs. According to this view, Divine
knowledge consists in God’s having (assumedly justified)
beliefs of true propositions. However, Alston has recently
argued that God knows things without having belief and even
we explain God’s knowledge in a propositional way, His
knowledge is void of any ‘belief component’ but consists in His
immediate awareness of the facts. Alston’s view seems very
close to that of contemporary Muslim philosophers though there
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Listening to God: on the Hermeneutics of
Hearing the Qur’an

Mostaan Sabet
M.A. in Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Allame Tabatabaei University,
Tehran, mostaan.sabet@gmail.com

In his paper, Reading to Hear, Klyne Snodgrass investigates the
concept of a “hermeneutics of hearing”. (Snodgrass, Klyne,
“Reading to Hear”, Horizons in Biblical Theology, 24:1(2002),
1-32). After criticizing contemporary interpretive traditions
regarding biblical scripture, especially reader response
approaches, which neglect the author’s intention since it is
deemed impossible to discern, he contends that the
“communicative intent” of the author or speaker is discernable
by means of hearing. To him, interpretation is to understand the
author’s communicative intent, although his whole intent
remains ungraspable. He goes on to support his theory using the
frequency of a call to hear in biblical texts. Thereafter he
explains what such a “hermeneutics of hearing” would entail if
practiced. In the present paper, I shall critically analyze the
concept of a “hermeneutics of hearing” and will try to
appropriate this notion to be fruitful in reading (better yet
hearing) the Qur’an and understanding it. In the first step, the
study will be mainly philosophical, while in the second step,
Qur’anic scholarship will be consulted. As it will be
demonstrated, Not only would a modified “hermeneutics of
hearing” aid anyone, from layman to scholar, in understanding
the Qur’an, but also one could argue that it is the very method
the Qur’an and other Islamic sources have asked for. In other
words, in order to discern the message of God through his word,
the first step is to “be quiet and listen.” (Q7:204)

Keywords: Hermeneutics, Qur’an, Hearing, Meaning.
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Because poetry is sounding of silence. This paper seeks to
examine the “wisdom of silence” and its relations with
“authentic faith” and ‘“authentic Dasein” in Kierkegaard and
Heidegger.

Keywords: Silence, Authenticity, Language, Faith, Ethics,
Suffering.
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“Silence” as Language of Poetry and Faith:
Comparative Research of Heidegger and
Kierkegaard‘s Concept of “Silence”

Mohammad Raayat Jahromi
Assistant Professor in philosophy, Imam Khomeini International
University, raayatjahromi@gmail.com

Rojin Mazouji
Ph.D. student in philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University,
roji.mazouji@gmail.com

Silence, in Kierkegaard and Heidegger‘s thought, has its own
Existential foundation that understood in the context of the
Boundary situations. Therefore, it has very important role in
“Fear and Trembling” and “Being and Time”. Kierkegaard has
considered silence with regard to his fideistic reading of
Ibrahim’s story. Kierkegaard in describing Ibrahim’s
personality in the context of his child’s sacrifice emphasizes on
the concept of suffering and distinguishes between first and
second ethics. Ibrahim’s act in Kierkegaard‘s thought derived
from negative wisdom and leap of faith. Heidegger also, in his
explanation of silence, uses suffering and leap in his own term
as suffering is due to falling of Dasein into everydayness. The
linguisticality of Dasein through silence makes him original and
caused to abandonment of idle talk and leaping into creative
language. According to Heidegger, breaking the idle talk occurs
through poetic language and within silence. In fact,
“preservation of silence” leads to “call of conscience” and
authenticity of Dasein. In short, silence for Kierkegaard and
Heidegger is a basis for striking transition. This is in
Kierkegaard, from morality to faith by overcoming the paradox.
In fact, silence represents the ethics of innocence. In the other
words, silence would be a kind of reverence for the mystery
which revealed itself not through theoretical reason but only
through faith. However, in Heidegger, silence has tied to poetry.
It is only through silence that poetry is shown authentic Dasein.
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Immanence and Transcendence
in Contemporary Continental
Philosophy of Religion

Mehdi Parsakhanqah
Assistant Professor of Philosophy, University of Allameh Tabataba’i,
mehdi.parsa.kh@gmail.com

Contemporary philosophy after Nietzsche holds an immanent
attitude in being against Platonic dichotomy of ideas and
images. If we pair off religious dualism of sublime and
mundane, for example, with the Platonic one, we might
conclude that contemporary continental philosophy would be
against religious tradition. But there are significant and
influential theologians amongst continental philosophers, and
this poses a question about the possibility of an immanent
theology. This possibility is connected to a change in the
meaning of immanence and transcendence and leads us to a
Spinozist view toward theology and philosophy of religion. One
can read even the deconstructive theologies of John Caputo,
Jean-Luc Marion and Richard Kearney in this vain, in the way
they focus on the religious experiences in order to define the
ontological aspect of theology. Hence, contemporary
philosophies of religion are immanent at least in two senses; to
consider the creation as the self-organization of a sublime
nature and to take the transcendental as its process of
organization; and, to focus on how one can experience this
transcendental as the experience of mystery. My main aim here
is to indicate that how these two ways are parallel and rely on
the same sense of the transcendental.

Keywords: Transcendence, Immanence, Spinozist Theology,
Religious Experience.
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A Contemplation on
the Entropic Creation Argument

Javad Navaei
MA Student of Islamic Philosophy & Wisdom in Hakim,
javadnavaei@gmail.com

Seyed Mohammad Kazem Alavi
Assistant Professor of Hakim Sabzevari University, alavismk@yahoo.com

The Entropic Creation Argument is one of the arguments for
existence of God based on the second law of thermodynamics.
It plays an important role in the arguments for God and relation
between religion and science. The second law of
thermodynamics known as the law of entropy, was introduced
by Rudolf Clausius in 1865. He argued that the entropy of the
isolated systems tends toward increasing and if we assumed that
system being the world, we could conclude the continuous
increasing of the entropy of the world. According to the
thermodynamics laws, system in the maximum entropy
approaches to equilibrium state so that the temperature, the
pressure, and the other quantities in all natural phenomena
would be in balance. Being valid this rule, the universe would
be without life that is called the heat death. The present world,
therefore, is not in the state of very high entropy and also it
must be of finite age. Confirming a finite age for the world,
leads to a beginning for the world, and in turn, to being created
by a Creator, a supernatural creator, beyond the time and the
place, a God. This is the Entropic Creation Argument that
pointed out in this paper and this topic was subject to hot debate
in the second half of the nineteenth century in the Europe,
especially in Germany.

Keywords: Entropy, Entropic Creation Argument, Beginning,
Heat death, Arguments for the Existence of God.
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The Problem of Evil: Unseen Animal Suffering

Daniel Molto
Leeds Trinity University, daniel. molto@york.ac.uk

The problem of animal suffering has become an area of some
focus within the philosophy of religion in recent years. However, |
believe one important line of response has as not been touched
upon in the contemporary literature. In this paper, I present a
wholly new defence of classical theism against the problem of
animal suffering. Specifically, I argue that cases like William
Rowe’s celebrated ‘Bambi’ case (1979: 337) do not provide
evidential support of the kind required to render the evidential
problem of evil a compelling argument against classical theism, in
brief because the rational theist can simply reject that such cases
ever occur. More specifically, in section 1, I point out that a
successful Bambi case, that is a case of animal suffering which
shows that there is probably no God, can plausibly be explained by
the soul making theodicy if it occurs within the immediate sensory
experiences of humans, that’s to say if humans are present to
witness the animal’s suffering. On the other hand, as I explain in
section 2, any purported Bambi case which occurs at sufficient
distance from human sensory experience to rule out a plausible
appeal to the soul making theodicy can simply by rejected by the
rational theist as being insufficiently evidenced. Therefore, I will
argue, so long as we do not beg the question against classical
theism by taking the existence of an interventionist God to be
inherently unlikely, then the inference from a purported Bambi
case to the existence of gratuitous evil in the world would not be
well-motivated. The reason for this comes out in greater detail
when we consider how this response defeats versions of the
problem framed in terms of Bayesian probability, as we do in
section 3. Section 4 considers and responds to objections to the
proposal. The result is that animal suffering does not pose a special
problem for rational theism.

Keywords: Problem of Evil, Theodicy, Animal Suffering.
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Can We Talk of an Islamic Process Theology?
Toward an Islamic Process God

Saida Mirsadri
Ph.D student at the University of Tehran, Farabi College,
smirsadri@gmail.com
Whitehead’s philosophy is already known in the Islamic world,
however the appropriation and application of Whiteheadian
categories for dealing with issues in Islamic theology and
philosophy have been very rare — if at all. Christian process
theology — initiated by Hartshorne — has strongly been criticized by
Muslim thinkers, for according to them, the process thought
ignores the divine perfection — by attributing process and change to
God — and attributes of absoluteness — namely omnipotence and
omniscience. In order to see whether the process insight could be
held by Muslims, we need to explore its basic principles and
discover if they are promoted by the Qur’an and the Islamic basic
doctrines or not. The only Muslim thinker who has taken this path
is Muhammad Igbal. Standing in his own Islamic tradition and
relying on the Qur’an, while being well familiar with the Western
philosophical thought, Igbal provides a novel worldview,
unprecedented in the Islamic thought. It is my strong conviction
that Igbal’s philosophy can help Muslims, while developing
authentic perspectives that resonate with the main outlines of the
Qur’anic worldview, connect with issues that are current among
scholars of religion and make valuable contributions to the
ongoing discussions, one of them being the process thought. While
being equipped with the Western methodology and philosophy, he
tries to reconstruct his own religious tradition. Igbal’s
understanding of the world, man, and God-man-world relationship
resonates very much with the process worldview, while modifying
it in a way that could well match with the basic Islamic divine
attributes — hence being immune of all the critiques raised against
process theology by Muslim thinkers. Therefore, through Igbal, we
can talk of an Islamic process thought, while remaining loyal to
our long-lasting Islamic tradition.

Keywords: Process, Process Thought, Process Theology, Process
God, Perfection.
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Al-Qummi on Kripke's Scale: Development of
al-Qummi's Apophatic Theology
by Kripke's Theory

Mohammad Hosein Kolahi
University of Tehran, mh.ahdejadid@yahoo.com

As an apophatic theologian, al-Qadr Sa ‘id al-Qummi contends
that (1) God's and creatures' attributes are equivocal (al-
moshtarek al-lafzi) and (2) Positive (essential) attributes, for
God, must be referred to negative ones. For example, (1) there
is no similarity between the meanings of the divine knowledge
and the human knowledge and (2) "God knows something"
means "He is not ignorant about it". 4/-Qummi believes that, in
essential attributes, there is no difference between the two
above statements. This article aims at evaluating this claim. |
shall explore whether al-Qummi's statements are the same and,
if not, which of them can be concluded from his arguments.

By using Saul Kripke's distinction between speaker's referent
and semantic referent, 1 shall argue against al-Qummi's use of
equivocality for his assertion. Kripke, who advocates referential
theory of meaning, offers a new version of it. He holds that
every word has two referents: speaker's referent and semantic
referent. These two referents can be the same or different -In
many cases they are the same. He calls these two models the
simple case and the complex case. The criterion for distinction
between these two referents is generality/specificity of use. In
the simple case, the use of word is general and in the complex
case, it is specific. Neglecting this difference, al/-Qummi uses
the term "equivocation" falsely. I shall conclude that (1) al-
Qummi's two statements are deeply different and (2) his
arguments conclude the second one. So, "apophaticity", rather
than "equivocality", is the appropriate term for his assertion.

Keywords: al-Qummi, Saul Kripke, Speaker Referent,
Semantic Referent, Apophatic Theology, Equivocality.
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regards it as the right. The existence of the world is the same as
the existence of the right, but a right which has been
determined, not a right in the degree of the absoluteness.

In this analysis of Ilbn Arabi, two ontological and
epistemological approaches can be distinguished.

According to the ontological approach, the light added to the
heavens and the earth at the head of the verse is the existence of
an additional right that does not exist independently of it and is
the same as the right. According to the epistemic approach, it is
the name of the light of the God that leads the world from non-
existence to Emerges and reveals.

The shadow look toward the universe in relation to the God can
lead to consequences such as avoiding void ideas for unity and
incarnation, since in spite of the fact that the shadow always
shows its owner, the privilege and separation of the shadow
from the shadow owner are not hidden from anyone.

In this paper, with an analytical approach, we will explain the
vision and method of lbn Arabi in presenting a pattern for the
relationship between the God and world using the concept of
light.

Keywords: God, world, light (ntr), Ibn Arabi, light ontology,
light Epistemology.
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Explaining the Relationship between God
and the World according to Light Concept's
Analysis from Ibn Arabi's View

Fateme Sadat Ketabchi
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In the celebrated light verse, most high God has been described
as the light of the heavens and the earth (24:35). The
proposition of "Allah is the light of heavens and the earth" at
the beginning of the verse indicates the very close relationship
between God and his relation to the world (heaven and earth).
The analysis of the word niir (,4) in this proposition as a
keyword can provide a profound understanding of this relation.
Ibn Arabi, in the 7th century AH tries to explain the relation
between God and nature by analyzing the word "light" as a fact
that is not self-evident but reveals the affairs.

In order to clarify and understand the relation between the God
and world, Ibn Arabi takes help from the analogy of shadow
and the person. he explains the light of God in the light of the
conceptualization of shadow.

Sheikh Akbar states that what is called the universe and is
considered in the thoughts of the mystics as "all other than
God",in relation to the right, is as shadow in relation to the
person and the world is in fact the shadow of God"«il JL".

He analyzes the sensory shadow to express the truth of the
universe' shadow. He explains that the sensory shadow is
neither pure darkness nor pure absolutism, but the shadow of an
incident that emanates from the intermixture of light and
darkness.

Ibn Arabi regards the world as the shadow of the God and does
not consider it to be independent of the right, but existentially
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typical religious belief or that it confirms these religious beliefs.
This surprising result follows from our most popular views
about using evidence to compare theories. In this paper,
probability and confirmation theory are used to investigate the
problem of evil, concentrating on whether a theist should
consider our ignorance of a good reason for God to permit evil
to support a non-religious alternative over a typical theist’s
beliefs. It is argued that, according to Likelihoodism, our
ignorance of a good reason does not favour a competing
hypothesis over the religious view that there is an
incomprehensible good reason for God to permit evil. Bayesian
accounts of comparative confirmation, which are alternatives to
Likelihoodism, have the same result. Furthermore, according to
both Likelihoodism and Bayesian accounts of contrastive
confirmation, our ignorance of a good reason for God to permit
evil may actually support typical religious beliefs over
alternative hypotheses.

Keywords: Evil, Probability, Bayesian, Confirmation.
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Problem of Evil, Comparative Confirmation

Seyed Hesamuddin Jalali Tehrani
Graduated from the University of Tehran, Jalalihesam@gmail.com

One of the most enduring problems for religious belief has been
the problem of evil. The problem of evil can take many forms;
it can be a spiritual or psychological problem, and has often
been construed as a philosophical problem that calls rationality
of the religious belief into question. Philosophical problems of
evil usually deal with whether the existence of evil in the word
makes it irrational to believe in an omniscient, omnipotent, and
benevolent God. These philosophical arguments can generally
be classified as either deductive argument from evil or inductive
argument from evil. The deductive argument purported to show
that it was irrational to believe in God because evil was
logically inconsistent with the existence of God. More recent
discussion of the philosophical problem of evil has moved away
from the deductive argument from evil and has focused on
whether evil is evidence against the existence of God. Much of
this discussion centers around whether our ignorance of a good
reason for God to permit evil is evidence that there is no such
reason, and thus is evidence against the existence of God. In the
following I will look at whether our ignorance of the good
reason for God to permit evil a problem for the atheist in virtue
of being evidence against the religious beliefs of a typical
atheist. Many atheists have admitted that evil is evidence
against the existence of God, but respond that belief in God is
not irrational because there is enough other evidence that
supports the existence of God and religious belief. I will take a
different approach and will instead argue that atheists should
not believe evil, or our ignorance of good reason for God to
permit evil, is evidence against religious belief or the existence
of God, at all. Philosophers do not agree about the nature of
evidence, but I will loot at two leading views of evidence and
argue that on these views, atheists should hold either that our
ignorance of good reason for God to permit evil is irrelevant to



6™ International Conference on Contemporay Philosophy of Religion 15

Darwin’s Atheistic Origin of Species

Seyed Hassan Hosseini
Professor, Philosophy of Science Department, Sharif University of
Technology, Tehran, Iran, hoseinih@sharif.edu

It is almost said that Darwin can never be categorized as an
atheist. This is true due to his respect to the surroundings and
his family, especially his religious and influential wife who was
the most important non-scientific figure in his life. Moreover,
he has named himself as an Agnostic that is far from fallen into
the atheistic basket.

In this paper, I would try to demonstrate that based on different
methods of “one long argument” that has been written in the six
editions of the Origin of Species, Darwin is easily to be sorted
as an atheistic thinker regardless the very calm, peaceful and
moral character of him toward religious tenets and people.

His emphasis on the unconscious natural selection and his
revolutionary theory supervened on the classic and traditional
versions of saltation and creationism would deduce us to the
conclusion mentioned before.

Keywords: Darwin, Evolution, Atheism, Natural Selection.
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approach in a book entitled "Study of Religion",2) Michael
Peterson's method of sharing point in a book entitled"Reason
and Religious Belief, An Introduction to the Philosophy , 3)
Walter Terence Stace's naturalism approach in a book
entitled"Religion and the Modern Mind", 4) Georg Simmel's
internal religion sociology in a book entitled "La Religion" and
5) Sayyed Hossein Hosseini's systemic view in a book entitled
"Religion Studies Foundation".

Keywords: Methodology, Religion Studies, Systematic-
Conceptual Definition, Religious Philosophy.
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The Systematic-Conceptual Method of
Defining the Religion

Sayyed Hossein Hosseini
Assistant professor of IHCS, Drshhs44@gmail.com

One of the most challenging topics in the field of religious
studies is the issue of defining the religion and one of the most
important topics in the field of methodology of religious studies
is the method of defining the religion and analyzing its
conceptual components since the presented definitions of
religion are usually lacking in methodological frameworks.

The purpose of this paper is to provide a methodological outline
for systematic-conceptual defining of the religion. The most
important point of systematic-conceptual definitions of the
complex terms of the humanities such as religion is that,first, it
does not analyze a word singly or simply or in a lexical and
static manner. Second, it believes in the conceptual system
network. This means the meaning of any concept is the product
of the image and the conception of the lexical tree of other
concepts. Third, in this method, the concepts related to religion
are tried to be discovered as well. These conceptsinclude 1-
man, nature, being, history, and civilization; 2) god, origin, and
end; 3) science, ethics, culture, society, and politics. Fourth,
such concepts are categorized (separation of the component
from the whole), classified (separation of the main item from
sub items) and prioritized(determining the priorities and
delays). Fifth, the place of the concept of religion will be
determined regarding these fundamental concepts so that, given
the relationship between these concepts, the similarities and
differences, a new and functional definition of religion can be
achieved.

The second part of the article is devoted to criticizing the
approaches which are non-systematic or do not have all the
necessary indices of this approach. These methodological
approaches include 1) Ninian Smart's organic sociological
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Worldviews in Concept:
A Comparison of Christianity and Islam

Philip O Hopkins
Lecturer, Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian-Armenian University,
Yerevan, Armenia, philandmaryann@gmail.com

Worldviews or ‘myths’, says Iranian academic Ehsan Yarshater,
‘not only reflect the earliest conception of a people about the
universe around them, but also their earliest responses to the
challenge of their environment’. Often, people do not realize
they have them, and often they go unchallenged. As French
philosopher Paul Ricoeur states, no one is neutral in evaluation;
‘a critic cannot be partisan’. As both Islam and Christianity are
theistic religions, there are similarities between the two faiths,
but there are also differences. One manner to evaluate these
variations is by asking questions about the worldviews in which
they belong. This paper examines eight questions in relation to
Islam and Christianity:

1. What is really real?
What is the nature of the universe?
What is a human being?
What happens to a person after death?
Why is it possible to know anything?
How do we know right from wrong?
What is the meaning of human history?
What personal life-orientating commitments are
consistent with this worldview?
As Christianity and Islam have a shared and sustained (and
largely peaceful) history in Iran dating to when Islam came to
Iran in 642 AD, answering these questions from an Islamic and
Christian perspective will help provide clarity to a complex
issue regarding the intermixing of these faiths.

e A o

Keywords: Reality, Nature of Human and Universe, Human
Knowledge, Human Ethics, Human History.
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Ironic Discourse
in Both Khayyam and Kierkegaard

Hassan Haji Ghassemi
University of Tehran, Farabi Pardis, hassan.hghassemi@ut.ac.ir

Irony stands where philosophy meets literature, and
interestingly enough, some philosophers have taken the concept
of irony to investigate the possibilities for the subject in the
realm of existence. The paper will inquire the analogies in
employment of irony in western and Islamic philosophies by the
select philosophers from each of the two philosophical-
theological perspectives, namely Soren Kierkegaard (1813-
1855) and Umar Khayyam (1048-1131).

Unlike their distinct contexts, both have significantly marked
the concept of irony and especially its employment. To this
purpose, picking an ironic discourse, Khayyam in his poems
and Kierkegaard in his epistle scriptures advanced their
philosophical claims to attack the ignorance and arrogance of
the people of Certitude. Also both aimed at the representatives
of rationality. Khayyam in his philosophical essays challenged
the ideas of Avicenna, the unique interpreter of rationality of
Mashsha — Peripatetic - school (Islamic Aristotelianism). On the
other hand, Kierkegaard argued the failure of Hegelian
rationality in the realm of theology. Strictly speaking, Khayyam
poetically satirizes the appropriation of the Absolute by
dogmatists in the spheres of philosophy and theology, as does
Kierkegaard when he argues ironically against the attainment of
the Absolute in Hegel. It is noteworthy saying both valued
every man's desire to strive for the sphere of faith however
impossible.

Keywords: Irony, Kierkegaard, Khayyam, Existence.
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Thinking of Oneself through the Other
Reflections on How Can Comparative
Philosophy of Religion
Be (Explicitly) Normative

Mohsen Feyzbakhsh
University of Tehran, m.fbakhsh@gmail.com

Comparative philosophy of religion is prima facie supposed to
be a description of parallel philosophical ideas about religion in
different traditions. Hence, it is supposed to be a descriptive
enterprise. However, Neville (2001, 2016) asserts that
comparative philosophy could be either objective or normative.
He (2016) defines the normative approach to comparison as
“the use of comparison with the intent to develop a true
philosophic position, contributing to the contemporary global
philosophical conversation”. (p. 504). In this research, I seek to
show how such an understanding of normative comparative
philosophy can contribute to formulation of a normative
comparative philosophy of religion. By amending Neville’s
notion of normative approach to comparison on the one hand
and distinguishing the implicit and explicit normativity in
comparison on the other hand, I shall argue that normative
comparison in philosophy of religion can be pursued not only
with respect to global problems concerning philosophy of
religion, but also in specific problems of philosophy of religion
raised from specific religious traditions. Besides, it will be
shown that in the latter form, different religious tradition can be
related to their counterparts in the forms of solving the current
problems, amending current theories and identifying new
problems.

Keywords: Normative Comparison, Comparative Philosophy,
Comparative Philosophy of Religion, Robert Cummings
Neville.
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Tajarri as Religious Luck

Amir Mohammad Emami
University of Tehran, amirl2emami@gmail.com
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Moral luck could be defined as the situation in which moral
responsibility for an act exceeds the agent’s control of it.
Zagzebski (1994) has sought to show that there are certain
aspects of Christian theology, namely the traditional grace and
eternal heaven and hell, which magnify the problem of moral
luck. She calls this revised version of the problem “religious
luck”. In this article, we aim at introducing a new formulation
of the problem of religious Iuck stemmed from the problem of
tajarri in Usul al-Figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence). We
shall show how the difference between the two versions of
religious luck is rooted in two different notions of the problem
of moral luck. By extracting the theory of moral luck behind the
problem of tajarri and comparing the theory with that of the
standard version of moral luck, we shall argue that while in the
standard version the kinds of moral luck are resultant,
circumstantial, constitutive and causal (as Nagel identifies),
none of these types contains the luck in the tajarri version. The
latter Iuck lies in whether the person’s belief about moral value
(right action) and God’s will is true, not in the grounds or
results of the action itself. The outcome of this research is not
only explaining the difference between the two versions of
religious luck, but also introducing a new category of moral
luck which could be further explored.

Keywords: Religious Luck, Moral Luck, Tajarri, Linda
Zagzebski.
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Shahrastani’s Definition of Religion

Ghorban Elmi
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The medieval study of religion has long been viewed by many
modern scholars as mnon-objective and as non-scientifically
founded. Medieval scholars were generally thought to be
theologically and philosophically oriented and many of their works
were conceived as the product of politically and apologetically
motivated scholars. But this judgment resulted from a lack of
familiarity with the medieval literature on the subject. There are
some prominent scholars in Medieval era, especially among
Muslim world who studied religion with an objective method. One
of them is Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al Karim al Shahrastani (479-548
A.H./1086-1153 A.D.), who has been widely acknowledged as the
most objective medieval writer on the subject of religions, sects,
philosophies and philosophical schools. His prominent book is
Kitab al Milal wa al Nihal, Book of Religious and Philosophical
Sects. This book represents more than a fine example of the
systematic science of religions. He developed a definition of
religion based on its social function in his work Al Milal wa al
Nihal. It offers a sociologically rooted theory of religion and
attempts, without the hesitation characteristic of modern religious
studies, to define the nature of religion and to interpret religion in
sociological terms as the source of society's organization. He
defines religion in the final analysis as knowledge and obedience.
Through a linguistic analysis of the word din, "religion," al
Shahrastani comes to the conclusion that the term is not a name
given intrinsically only to a body of belief, but expresses rather the
requirements and consequences of belief. Religion is knowledge
which demands an action which is obedience.

This article will be devoted to an analysis of his definition of religion
that has a prominent place in science of religion nowadays.

Keywords: Shahrastani, Definition of Religion, Medieval
Scholar, Obedience, Knowledge.
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order and flow of physical time, in a way which coheres with
the empirically demonstrable aspects of SR. Craig (1990) deals
with this issue by claiming that the absolute ‘now’ of God’s
time corresponds with the cosmic time of GR. I reject this
claim and argue that substantival space is the right mechanism
by which metaphysical time can determine the flow and order
of physical time.

Keywords: God; Time; Eternity.
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My purpose in this paper is to investigate the nature of God’s
time in relation to the time of the created universe. I assume the
following:

1. God is necessarily the subject of discrete, ordered,

dynamic mental events

2. Events are essentially extended and temporal entities

3. God is necessarily temporal

4. Time is necessarily relational

5. Time is necessarily

- Dynamic (successively ordered)

- Unified

- One dimensional

- Infinite
I have argued for 1.-4. in previous work, and I take it that 5.
follows from 1.-3. In attempting to characterize the relation
between divine and created time, I rely on Padgett’s (1989)
distinction between metaphysical time and physical time,
though I draw the distinction differently than does Padgett. As
I draw the distinction, the metaphysical aspects of time are
those which obtain in all possible worlds in which time exists
(given 3. above, time exists in every possible world); and the
physical aspects of time are those contingent aspects which are
added to the metaphysical aspects in virtue of the physical laws
of the created universe. So God is metaphysically temporal,
and the created universe is physically temporal. But there is a
problem with this distinction: metaphysical time, which is
absolute, determines the temporal order and flow of physical
time, but according to special relativity (SR), the order and flow
of physical time are frame relative.
We need a mechanism whereby metaphysical time, which is
objectively determined by God’s nature, is able to determine the
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and a festival involving divine possession and animal sacrifice
among Goddess worshippers in Assam, north-eastern India. In
the last of these cases, the research comprised fieldwork as well
as textual study, exemplifying a novel fusion of ethnography
and philosophy and providing a richly contextualized thick
description that calls into question prevalent expectations about
what religion is or ‘must’ be.

Keywords: Comparative Philosophy of Religion; Cultural
Critique; Interdisciplinarity.
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Comparative Philosophy of Religion as
Cultural Critique: Developing a Radically
Pluralist and Critically Descriptive Approach
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Recent years have seen a growing number of philosophers of
religion expressing dissatisfaction with their own field of study.
A particular target of complaint has been a perceived
narrowness with regard to both the range of religious traditions
covered and the primary focus on doctrinal or theoretical, as
opposed to practice-oriented, components of religion. While
concurring with these complaints, this paper takes issue with
some of the proposed solutions. Specifically, it challenges the
assumption that philosophy in general — and philosophy of
religion in particular — is necessarily an evaluative enterprise, in
the sense that its distinctive role in the study of religion is to
‘evaluate’ the truth and rationality of religious beliefs and
practices rather than merely ‘describing’ them. This assumption
is typically based on an oversimplified conception of the critical
potential of philosophical description.

Drawing upon ideas from Wittgensteinian philosophy and also
from cultural anthropology — most notably the notion of
‘anthropology as cultural critique’ developed by George Marcus
and Michael Fischer — the paper propounds a conception of
philosophy of religion that is profoundly comparative and
cross-cultural. This conception’s descriptive approach facilitates
‘cultural critique’ by enabling reflection upon the contingency
of one’s own culturally rooted normative assumptions. To
illustrate the approach, I discuss pertinent examples from my
own research, including research into: the complexity of notions
of compassion in Buddhist traditions; the possibility of
exhibiting respect for the dead in the form of mortuary
cannibalism among the Wari’ people of north-western Brazil;
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is, the names with the prefix super- (Super-Being, Super-
Goodness, etc.), again following the method of the Corpus
Areopagiticum. These names are not denoting; they refer to the
divinity as such. They cannot be included into the
paraconsistent discourse.

I am going to analyze this model of divinity naming using
modern theories of reference. I believe that divinity naming can
be best viewed by combining the indirect and direct reference
theories. More specifically, the divine names used in the
framework of the paraconsistent discourse may be described by
means of the direct reference theories which presuppose the
distinction between the signifier, the connotation, and the
denotation. In the case of the positive abstract names, the
connotation is that what refers to God at the level of human
reality, and the denotation is God Himself; the descriptive way
of reference is relevant here. In the case when divine names
denote the things of the created realm, such a name has two
denotations: the thing itself and the divinity.

The direct reference theory is involved in the case of the
superlative names, and the divine names act as “tags” in the
sense of Ruth Barcan Marcus, referring to the denotation, that
is, the divinity; these names imply direct reference.

Keywords: Divinity Naming, Theism, Christianity, Denotation,
Connotation.
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Problem of Divinity Naming in Christian
Theism: Denotation and Connotation

Dmitry Biriukov
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Three strategies of naming divinity may be distinguished in
theism: a) application of positive abstract names to God, b)
application of names (concepts), denoting the things of the
created world to God, and c) application of the so-called
superlative names to God. The trends associated with the
cataphatic and apophatic ways of naming God may be
distinguished in the first two strategies. The third strategy does
not imply these trends.

I suggest that if the traditional positive divine names are
denotative (that is, are not superlative), they cannot have the
meaning referring to God in Himself. Instead they either point
to the relationship of God to the created world or are derived
from the level of the human existence, since the human
language as such has this level as its scope. Therefore, if we are
to construct a correct discourse concerning the divinity, the
cataphatic strategy of naming must be balanced by the
apophatic strategy which presupposes the propositions,
according to which God is not what is stated about Him
following the cataphatic strategy. This results in the
paraconsistent discourse; a contradiction embedded in this type
of discourse is to be understood in the contradictory and not in
the contrary sense.

Following the Corpus Areopagiticum, we may also distinguish
the divine names corresponding to the things of the created
world (for example, air, stone, etc.). In respect to these names,
we should use the discourse presupposing the combination of
cataphatic and apophatic trends, that is, paraconsistency.

At the same time, for indicating that God in Himself does
possess some attributes, the meanings of which, however, we
can not comprehend, we may assign the superlative names, that
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According to Wilfred Cantwell Smith’s “Towards a World
Theology” (1981), a world Theology not only should not exclude
any religion but should include all religious communities. It should
have self-knowledge and accept criticisms of rival religions and
through which all religions should get together to make a unitary
phenomenon which seeks ultimate reality. Having Smith’s sketch
in mind, [ expect a world theology to be a theology which tries,
without exclusive reliance on a particular religion, but based on
common grounds in various religions of the world, to give an
updated and acceptable explanation of the universal phenomenon
of religion. The universal phenomenon of religion, is religion in
general or universality of religion, which is predicable on all
religions and also is not objectively equal to any of them. I suggest
that a world theology, should not have any interference in any
particular religion so that it does not disturb its specific cultural and
historical borders. Thus, a world theology, while maintaining an
independent character of each religion, contributes to a positive
and constructive dialogue between their followers. Such a theology
has not yet been established, but under certain circumstances, it
can be formed in the future. I think that a world theology needs to
rely on a number of speculative principles, of which the most
important are: 1. Common teachings of religions, 2. Spirituality
and holiness, 3. Rationality, and 4. Human dignity. In explaining
and analyzing the abovementioned principles, this paper got
advantage of important attitudes of Qur’an, the Holy book of
Muslims.

Keywords: World Theology, Theological Principles, Wilfred
Cantwell Smith, Qur’an.
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